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P UNITED STATES SENATOR
q Thomas H. Allen, D, Portland — page 3
q Susan M. Collins, R, Bangor — page 3

P REPRESENTATIVE TO

UNITED STATES CONGRESS
Congressional District 1
Knox & Lincoln counties are part of District 1
q Chellie Pingree, D, North Haven — page 4
q Charles Summers, R, Scarborough — page 4
Congressional District 2
Waldo County is part of District 2
q Michael Michaud, D,East Millinocket — page 5
q John N. Frary, R, Farmington — page 5

P STATE SENATOR
Senate District 20
(Senate District 20 includes all towns in Lincoln County,
except Dresden; and Friendship and Washington in Knox
County; and the town of Windsor in Kennebec County)

q Peter Rines, D, Wiscasset — page 6
q A. David Trahan, R, Waldoboro — page 6

The Free Press invited all the candidates running for U.S., State and County office this
November, in hopes of representing residents of Knox, Lincoln and/or Waldo counties, to
explain a bit about their background and why voters in their district should get their vote.
They kindly did so — nearly every one of them — and now we invite Free Press readers to
spend some time with this special election issue and read what they have to say.

P REPRESENTATIVE

TO THE STATE LEGISLATURE
House District 36 — unopposed
q Hannah Pingree, D, North Haven — page 8
House District 41
q R. Kenneth Lindell, R, Frankfort — page 9
q Veronica Magnan, D, Stockton Springs — page 9
House District 42
q Michael D. Thibodeau, R, Winterport — page 9
q Seth Yentes, D, Monroe — page 11
House District 43
q Jayne Crosby Giles, R, Belfast — page 10
q Harold E. Halliday, D, Belfast — page 10

(Senate District 22 includes all towns in Knox County,
except for Friendship, Isle au Haut and Washington,
which are in Senate District 20, 28, and 20, respectively.)

House District 44
q Andrew Roesing O’Brien, D, Lincolnville —
— page 11
q Robert P. Walker, R, Lincolnville — page 11

Senate District 23

House District 45
q Matthew W. Evans, R, Palermo
q John F. Piotti, D, Unity — page 12

Senate District 22
q David Miramant, D, Camden — page 7
q Christopher Rector, R, Thomaston — page 7

(Senate District 22 includes all the towns in Waldo County.)

q Diane H. Messer, D, Liberty
q Carol Weston, R, Montville — page 8

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
(4-year term)

P Knox County, District 2

House District 46
q Helen Shaw, R, Rockport — page 12
q Joan W. Welsh, D, Rockport — page 13
House District 47
q Steven M. Dyer, R, Rockland — page 13
q Edward J. Mazurek, D, Rockland — page 14

(District 2 includes Cushing, Friendship, St. George,
Thomaston and Warren)

House District 48
q Charles B. Kruger, D, Thomaston — page 14
q Robert L. Carlson, Jr., R, Owls Head

P Knox County, District 3

House District 49
q Robert Baker, D, Cushing — page 15
q Wesley E. Richardson, R, Warren — page 14

q Alfred Mason Johnson, Jr., U, Thomaston — page 19
q Richard L. Parent, Jr., R, Warren — page 19
(District 3 includes Appleton, Camden, Hope,
Isle au Haut, Matinicus Isle Plantation, North Haven,
Union, Vinalhaven and Washington)

q Roger Moody, D, Camden — page 19
q Lawrence Nash, R, Union — page 19

P Lincoln County, District 1

(District 1 includes Boothbay, Boothbay Harbor,
Edgecomb, Southport, Westport Island and Wiscasset)

q Lynn Gilley Orne, R, Southport — page 20
q David Taylor, D, Boothbay Harbor — page 20

P Lincoln County, District 3

House District 50
q Wendy Pieh, D, Bremen — page 15
q Henry Beston Simmons, R, Nobleboro
— page 15
House District 51
q Peter W. Drum, D, Damariscotta — page 16
q Jonathan B. McKane, R, Newcastle — page 16

(District 3 includes Alna, Damariscotta, Dresden,
Jefferson, Newcastle, Somerville and Whitefield and the
unorganized territory of Hibberts Gore)

House District 52
q Elizabeth S. Miller, D, Somerville — page 17
q John Paul Stewart, R, Washington — page 17

P Waldo County, District 2

House District 53
q Leslie T. Fossel, R, Alna — page 17
q Timothy B. Nason, D, Dresden — page 18

q John M. Hyk, U, Prospect — page 20
q William Shorey, D, Searsport

House District 61
q W. Bruce MacDonald, D, Boothbay
— page 18
q Hamilton W. Meserve, R, Southport
— page 18

q Sheridan Bond, R, Jefferson
q Joshua A. Pinkham, U, Damariscotta— page 20
(District 2 includes Frankfort, Jackson, Monroe,
Prospect, Searsport, Stockton Springs, Swanville and
Winterport)

P Waldo County, District 3

(District 3 includes Brooks, Burnham, Freedom, Knox,
Liberty, Montville, Morrill, Palermo, Searsmont,
Thorndike, Troy and Unity)

q Amy R. Fowler, U, Thorndike - unopposed

Maine Senate & House
Voting Districts
KNOX COUNTY:
Town
Senate Dist.
22
Appleton
22
Camden
22
Cushing
Friendship
20
22
Hope
Isle au Haut
28
Matinicus Isle Plt.
22
22
North Haven
22
Owls Head
Rockland
22
Rockport
22
St. George
22
South Thomaston
22
Thomaston
22
22
Union
Vinalhaven
22
Warren
22
Washington
20
LINCOLN COUNTY:
Senate Dist.
Town
Alna
20
Boothbay
20
Boothbay Harbor
20
20
Bremen
Bristol
20
Damariscotta
20
Dresden
19
Edgecomb
20
20
Jefferson
Monhegan Plt.
20
Newcastle
20
20
Nobleboro
Somerville
20
South Bristol
20
Southport
20
Waldoboro
20
Westport Isl.
20
20
Whitefield
Wiscasset
20
WALDO COUNTY:
Senate Dist.
Town
Belfast
23
23
Belmont
Brooks
23
Burnham
23
23
Frankfort
23
Freedom
Islesboro
23
Jackson
23
23
Knox
Liberty
23
23
Lincolnville
Monroe
23
23
Montville
23
Morrill
23
Northport
Palermo
23
Prospect
23
Searsmont
23
Searsport
23
23
Stockton Springs
23
Swanville
Thorndike
23
Troy
23
23
Unity
Waldo
23
Winterport
23

House Dist.
44
46
49
49
44
36
48
36
part 47 & 48
47
46
48
48
48
49
36
49
52
House Dist.
53
61
61
50
51
51
53
51
part 50 & 52
51
51
50
52
51
61
50
61
52
53
House Dist.
43
43
42
45
41
45
44
42
45
44
44
42
45
44
43
45
41
44
41
41
42
45
45
45
42
42
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It has been my distinct honor and privilege
to represent the Midcoast in the U.S. House
for 12 years, and I look forward to representing you in the Senate beginning in January.
The health and vitality of coastal resources
and the communities that
depend upon them have been
one of my top priorities. I cofounded the bipartisan House
Oceans Caucus. In 2007, I
introduced the Keep Our
Waterfronts Working Act,
legislation to create a grants
program to preserve access
to coastal waters for commercial fishing operations
and other water-dependent
coastal-related businesses. In
2007, I led the effort to reauthorize the MagnusonStevens fisheries legislation
and authored key amendments to assure that
small operations, especially family-owned
boats and fleets, will continue to have access
to their fair share of the resource and won’t
be swept aside by industrial fishing operations.
Recently Congress passed and sent to the
President my Mercury Export Ban Act, an
important step toward eliminating one-third
of the mercury pollution contaminating
waters here in the U.S. that originates in foreign countries. The bill provides for the
establishment of a storage facility for mercury resulting from environmental cleanup
procedures like the one conducted during the
1990s at the former HoltraChem plant in
Orrington. In that case, without a storage
facility and a ban, the mercury wound up
being exported to India. The Senate has yet
to act on two other bills I have passed that
are important to coastal Maine. One would
authorize research into acidification that
threatens the ocean food chain much as it has
destroyed ecosystems in our lakes. The other would create a national oceans observing
system based on the successful system in
the Gulf of Maine that supplies important
data to navigators, fishermen and researchers
seeking to protect our ocean resources and
to explore exciting new uses for them that
will lead to great new jobs.
I am also proud that I have secured federal funding for projects critical to the region,
including $2.4 million to replace the Governor Curtis ferry connecting Vinalhaven and
Rockland, $6 million in loan guarantees for
the Fox Islands Electric Cooperative to
replace outmoded cables, $450,000 to
upgrade aged and obsolete water and sewer
infrastructure on Vinalhaven and $1.55 million for the Maine Marine Highway, an innovative plan to remove congestion from
coastal roads by creating a network of passenger ferry routes and terminals. I’ve fought
for millions of dollars in funding for research
at Maine’s universities and laboratories to
develop new products to grow our economy.
The stakes in this election could not be higher.
The nation’s growing economic crisis has
become all too real for families, small businesses and hardworking people across Maine.
It has eroded their savings, the value of their
homes and their retirement security. It threatens their plans to send their kids to college,
start or expand a business or buy a car. I share
their anger at the speculators and the financial managers whose risk taking and greed
caused this calamity. I’m just as mad as they
are that the Bush Administration’s contempt
for government regulation, coupled with its

failed economic policies, created the climate
for this disaster. Like them, I’ve had enough.
We need to turn America in a new direction.
But we cannot change Washington unless we
change the leaders we send there.
Susan Collins and I have served together in
Congress for 12 years, and our records on the
most critically important
votes demonstrate the clear
contrast in our values and our
priorities. In 2001, 2003 and
2006, I voted against the Bush
tax breaks for the superwealthy that turned the largest
federal budget surplus in history into years of the largest
deficits in history. Susan
Collins voted for all three of
these bills that gave away billions to corporations and the
superwealthy while leaving
the middle class behind.
In 2002, Susan Collins
voted to give George Bush her approval for
the war in Iraq. I stood up to my own party’s
leadership and said no. Two years ago, I
called for a responsible deadline to bring our
troops safely home, a position now shared
by many retired generals, Barack Obama, and
the Iraqi government. Susan Collins continues to support George Bush’s open-ended
commitment to the Iraq War, at a cost of more
American lives and $12 billion a month. We
need to take care of our own here at home.
I have offered detailed proposals in this
campaign to address the most pressing problems confronting Maine and America. I have
introduced legislation to cut taxes for small
business and the middle class, to provide a
$2,000 tax credit this year and next to help
families pay for heating fuel and a rural development initiative to create jobs and opportunities in small towns across Maine. I have
an energy plan that increases domestic production in the short term, emphasizes conservation and efficiency, including achieving 55
mpg vehicle fuel efficiency by 2030, and
invests in wind, solar, cellulosic ethanol and
other alternative fuels that will increase our
energy independence and create exciting new
jobs in Maine. I am the only Senate candidate
in the nation who has a plan to give every
American access to quality affordable health
care. You can read more about my proposals
on my website, tomallen.org.
In February, Diana and I welcomed our
first grandchild, Charlie. If Charlie lives to
be 92, he will witness the dawn of the 22nd
century. The decisions we make in the next
few years will determine what kind of nation
and world we will
leave for Charlie and
for your children and
grandchildren. To
change the failed
policies of the past,
we must change the
leaders responsible
for them. I am running for the Senate to
deliver the change
that we need to
secure their future, to
assure they will grow
up in peace, to protect the freedoms we
can not take for
granted and to preserve the American
dream of opportunity for all. I ask for
your support on
November 4th.
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Thomas H. Allen, D, Portland
Susan M. Collins, R, Bangor

for United States Senator
Thomas H. Allen
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Susan M. Collins
I am honored by the trust the people of
Maine have placed in me. During my years
of service in the United States Senate, I have
always been guided by the best traditions
of the State of Maine: independence, moderation, and hard work.
Throughout our nation’s history, we have
solved problems and met challenges as great
as those we face today. We have done so by
engaging in civil, constructive debate. We
have done so not by viewing ourselves solely as Republicans or Democrats, as liberals,
conservatives, or moderates, but as Americans. In Congress, we often speak of our colleagues “across the aisle.” It is my belief that
the aisle is not a barrier, but an avenue. And
bipartisanship is the bridge that is essential
to pass major legislation.
As a leader of the Senate Homeland Security Committee, I have taken on one of the
greatest challenges of our time. From the
most sweeping reform of our intelligence
community in 50 years to protecting our seaports and chemical facilities to providing our
first responders with the
equipment and training they
need to protect our communities, I have worked effectively to produce legislation
that has strengthened the
security of our country.
In the aftermath of the
flawed response to Hurricane Katrina three years
ago, I launched the most
extensive investigation in
the Committee’s history and
co-authored the bipartisan
legislation that dramatically
restructured the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). The value
of this work was clearly evident in the vastly improved
response to Hurricane Gustav late this summer.
Throughout my time in Washington, I
have worked to combat waste, fraud, and
abuse in government spending. I held hearings that exposed $26 billion in Medicare
fraud and coauthored legislation terminating a $50 billion tax break for big tobacco
companies. In 2006, when the House slipped
into the defense authorization a provision
terminating office of the Special Inspector
General for Iraq Reconstruction, I fought
hard and successfully to save that important
office, which has auditors and investigators
on the ground in Iraq
to detect and deter
wasteful and fraudulent spending.
I have also been a
leader on important
health care issues. As
the founder of the
Senate Diabetes Caucus, I worked successfully to triple federal funding for
diabetes, a disease
which causes so
much suffering and
consumes almost one
in four Medicare dollars. Along with Senator Hillary Clinton, I
co-chair the Senate
Alzheimer’s Task
Force. I have led the
fight to block the

Administration’s proposed cuts in home
health and hospice care, and I voted to override the President’s ill-conceived veto of an
expansion of a successful children’s health
insurance program that covers 14,500 Maine
children. Working on legislation to expand
access to affordable health care continues to
be a high priority for me and I hope will be
a focus of the next Congress.
I enjoy working on the issues that have a
major impact on our entire country as well
as issues that address the special concerns of
my constituents, such as helping a World War
II veteran secure medals that he earned but
never received or obtaining federal funding
for the University of Maine’s development
of ballistic panels to protect our troops, or
assisting our communities with economic
development projects. Among the local projects I helped support with federal funding are
the operating room expansion at Penobscot
Bay Medical Center, infrastructure and health
care improvements on Vinalhaven, downtown renovations in Thomaston, assistance
to the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens and
Bigelow Lab, and the reconstruction of the
Washburn & Doughty Shipyard. I have worked hard to
help entrepreneurs start new
businesses, helped to
expand the businesses we
already have, and am I
pleased that we were able
to bring Athenahealth to
Belfast.
Small business is the
engine of Maine’s economy, and nowhere is that
more true than in the Midcoast region. Throughout
Knox, Lincoln, and Waldo
counties, the energy and initiative of entrepreneurs
strengthen communities
and create opportunity. I am
proud of my 98-percent
lifetime voting record of
support for small business, which was recently recognized with a Guardian of Small Business Award and endorsement from the
National Federation of Independent Business, our nation’s leading small business
organization.
Maine businesses, large and small, and
their employees contribute enormously to our
national defense. There are only two committees in the House and the Senate that have
responsibility for our national defense: the
Armed Services Committee and the Appropriations Committee. I am the only member
of the Maine delegation to serve on either
committee in either chamber. On the Senate
Armed Services Committee, I am a strong
advocate for Bath Iron Works. This advocacy is essential to the defense of our nation,
the strength of our Navy, and the jobs of the
skilled workforce at BIW.
Two aspects of my voting record in particular demonstrate Maine values. First is
independent thinking. I have voted with my
party 67-percent of the time. In contrast, my
opponent has voted his party line 98-percent
of the time.
The second Maine value I strive to uphold
is our famous work ethic. In keeping with the
example set by my inspiration in public service, Senator Margaret Chase Smith, I have
never missed a roll call vote.
I am deeply grateful for the opportunity
I have been given to serve the people of
Maine. I ask for your support on November
4th, and pledge to continue to serve in the
best traditions of our great state.

MAINE’S U.S. SENATORS ARE ELECTED AT LARGE —
VOTERS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE STATE ELECT MAINE’S U.S. SENATORS
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for Representative to U.S. Congress
REPRESENTING MAINE’S 1st CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Chellie Pingree
I have often said that 2008 is the most
important election of our lifetime — and the
events of the past few weeks have made it
even more critical.
This election offers a real opportunity
to change the direction of our country — but
it will take bold ideas and practical solutions.
We need to strengthen our economy and
expand job opportunities, create an affordable and sustainable energy policy, make
quality affordable health care accessible to
all Americans, and end the war in Iraq so we
can bring our troops home and stop spending $400 million a day there.
We must also repeal the Bush tax cuts
for the super wealthy and close loopholes
for private equity and hedge fund managers.
Bank failures, a volatile stock market, and
billions in bailouts have made headlines this
fall. But the tough economy is affecting people on a much more personal level as well,
in a way that doesn’t always make it onto
the evening news. Rising prices and unemployment rates and wages that have been flat

I’m Charlie Summers, candidate in the
race to represent Maine’s First District in
Congress. Before I tell you more about what
I’d like to do as your Representative, let me
start by telling you about what I’ve already
done on behalf of Maine.
As a member of the U.S. Navy Reserve
for the past 15 years — including nine
months on active duty in Iraq and a role at
the Pentagon after September 11th — I’ve
been dedicated to protecting our national
security.
As New England Regional Administrator
for the U.S. Small Business Administration,
I worked to empower small business owners
and further their contribution to our economy. As a former small business owner
myself, I had a firsthand understanding of
what actions government could take to help
these businesses thrive.
As a two-term State Senator, I stood up
for lower taxes, lower spending, established
a record of supporting small business, and
reached across the aisle to my Democrat colleagues to get things done on behalf of Mainers.
In nine years as Senator Olympia Snowe’s
State Director, I acted as an advocate for her
constituents who needed help navigating federal agencies, and supported Senator Snowe
in her unrelenting commitment to addressing the needs of Mainers in Washington.
And, most importantly, I’m a husband and
a father, striving each day — just like you —
to make sure my family is taken care of. I
know the issues that are important to you
because they’re important to me, too. I know
the hope you have for a brighter, more secure
future for your family and for your country,
because I share that same optimism.
From washing hair at Betsy’s Salon in
Bath, to scooping ice cream at Camden
Cone, I’ve been doing “Thirty Jobs” of the
First District, visiting businesses and individuals to get a hands-on look at the way the

Chellie Pingree, D, North Haven
Charles Summers, R, Scarborough

or have fallen for years have made it harder and harder for Maine families to make
ends meet. Then there is health care: rising
premiums and out-of-pocket expenses mean
more and more families don’t get the medical care they need. As a small business owner I know how hard it can be for companies to meet the rising cost of health care for
their employees.
In the midst of all the news about multibillion-dollar bailouts of Wall Street banks,
I visited a women’s shelter in Portland. The
shelter was crowded with women who found
themselves without a place to live for various reasons — illness, job loss or family crisis, to name a few. Some women come during the winter because, even though they
might have a house, they can’t afford to heat
it. For some, a $500 security deposit was all
that stood between them and an apartment
of their own. There is no question that we
need to get our financial system back on solid footing — but we must also commit ourselves to making our economy accessible
and more equitable for all.
We face some serious economic chal-

lenges, to be sure. But we also have some
great opportunities. Recently I spent some
time seeing the research and development
going on at the University of Maine. From
designing more efficient wind turbine
blades, to advanced composite boat construction, to new uses of forest products, I
know that we have the talent, determination
and natural resources here in Maine to grow
our economy and create quality jobs that
can’t be exported.
Those who have worked with me and
those whom I’ve represented as a state senator always knew that they could count on
me to take the toughest of stands, to tell the
truth, and to bring about change. I will
always listen carefully to the voices of
Maine, speak my mind, and not go home
until the work is done.
Whether serving as North Haven planning board and school board member, starting a small business and meeting a payroll,
leading the Democratic caucus in the Maine
Senate, or running the reform group Common Cause, I have always had the same
commitment to believe in a big vision, to

issues facing our nation — from energy and
the economy, to healthcare and taxes —
affect them each day. I don’t have to tell you,
times are tough. We face serious challenges,
but it is my firm belief that we can overcome
any obstacle, with American resources and
a commitment to working together to get real
results.
First, as a member of Congress, I’d serve
as a staunch defender of the rights of the
American taxpayer — not only in relation to
the use of taxpayer funds in the recently
passed bailout bill, but in my commitment
to keeping taxes low, and my insistence on
disciplined and responsible government
spending. The government does need to play
a role in mitigating the effects of the debacle on Wall Street, but the priority should be
protecting the interests of hard-working
Americans, not bailing out the executives
that got us into this mess. What we need is
transparency and accountability for the financial industry, and a measured response that
not only addresses immediate stabilization
of the market, but lays the foundation for a
secure financial future for our country.
An essential piece of our nation’s long-

term financial health will be small businesses’ ability to grow and create jobs. From providing access to capital for entrepreneurship,
to reducing the unfair burden federal regulations impose, to developing small business
association health plans, I’ll draw on my
experience to fight for legislation to further
small businesses’ success and contribution
to our national economy.
We’re also spending billions of dollars a
year on foreign oil — money that should and
could stay right here. We live in the state with
the country’s longest average commute and
the highest percentage of homes heated by oil.
American energy independence is crucial to
not only our state’s and our country’s economic security, but our national security. As someone who’s been there, I can tell you: each day
we import a barrel of oil from the Middle East
is a day our country is less secure.
We must start here and start now, by immediately drilling for the billions of barrels of
American oil. We need a bridge to get to our
energy future — it should be our goal to
increase our domestic supplies of oil in an
environmentally safe way and improve the
efficiency with which we use that oil, while
at the same time tapping into American ingenuity to develop alternative energy sources —
wind, solar, nuclear and clean coal — and
transition them from “alternative” to mainstream. We should also offer tax credits to
empower citizens in their conservation efforts and to help
them get through the cold winter months.
Another challenge facing
families is the rising cost of
healthcare. The solution to our
health insurance challenges is
not a giant government program or tax hikes, it’s about
making quality private healthcare coverage more affordable
and available. My patient-centered plan would make health
insurance premiums 100% tax

Charles Summers

MAINE’S 1st CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
INCLUDES
KNOX AND LINCOLN COUNTIES
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work hard, and to act with practical purpose
and principle.
I am honored to be the Democratic nominee for Congress in Maine’s First District,
and would appreciate your support on
November 4th.
deductible for every American. It would also
create a national health insurance licensing
option to allow consumers to purchase health
insurance policies across state lines, meaning more choices at a lower cost.
Finally, I would be just the second Gulf
War veteran in Congress. My goal will be to
use this unique insight as a member of the
House Armed Services Committee — supporting not only the proper care of our military personnel and our veterans, winning the
peace in Iraq, and aggressively fighting the
war on terrorism on all fronts, but fighting
for the important Maine jobs that result from
government defense contracts.
Our dog tags in Iraq didn’t say Republican or Democrat. We’re Americans, and
that's the way we all — from our elected
leaders to everyday citizens — should
approach the challenges facing our nation.
There are stark differences between me
and my opponent. I invite you to compare
our positions, our records and our experience, and when you do, I believe you’ll agree
that I’m the candidate you can count on and
trust to stand up for Mainers’ best interests
in Congress.
I’d be honored to have your vote, and look
forward to working together towards our
nation’s best days that lie ahead.
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for Representative to United States Congress
REPRESENTING MAINE’S 2nd CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

John N. Frary
PROFILE: Born in Farmington, Maine.
My father went to Yale and Harvard and
served in China for the US Government, later running the family wood-turning business
and playing for the Bangor Symphony
Orchestra. I graduated from the University of
Maine, BA 1964. Rutgers University, MA
1970. Graduate Study, Princeton University’s
Woodrow Wilson School, 1983. Part-time
employment, Frary Wood-turning Co., 19521964. Professed history and Assistant Dean
at Middlesex County College (Edison, NJ)
1972-2004. Returned to Maine within 2
weeks of my retirement in 2004. Philanthropist, bon vivant and
member Farmington Board
of Selectmen, March 2007 to
the present.
WHY
SHOULD
READERS VOTE FOR
ME? A full and honest disclosure of my claims as a
candidate implies acknowledgment of reasons NOT to
vote for me.
First, I am not an incumbent. A recent Rasmussen
Poll finds that 17% of the
voters believe that the current mob in Congress
deserves re-election. My
opponent is an incumbent.
This should be sufficient for
those who favor an electoral massacre of
incumbents. Those who value experience will
not find this an adequate qualification (never mind if the “experience” before us suggests that we are being governed by a plurality of political sociopaths).
Second, political consultants are united
in advising candidates to identify themselves
with the electorate every way they can. This
should give me a lock on divorced males living alone with five cats who have studied
Byzantine history, read the Chronographia
of Theophanes and enjoy an occasional
snifter of single-malt scotch. Voters who
drive fork-lift trucks will allegedly prefer my
opponent.
Third, I’ve financed my campaign almost
entirely by my own savings with about
$30,000 in small contributions from relatives,
friends and strangers residing almost exclusively in the State of Maine. I owe nothing
to any union, special interest, corporate PAC
or any kind of entity. I owe nothing to the
Republican national organization, and the
GOP state organization has only limited
claims on my gratitude. People who feel that
they are served by the organizations contributing to my opponent will prefer to vote
for him.
Fourth, As for undue influence on myself,
I am a conservative. A thoughtful and openminded conservative, but none-the-less, a
conservative. This will please most conservatives. It will alarm some liberals. Voters
who disdain “labels” while clinging to the
“moderate” and “pragmatic” labels without
troubling to distinguish moderation and pragmatism from opportunism, will suspect dangerous fanaticism. I assure you I am of very
moderate mien.
Fifth, I have proposed considering that
marijuana be legalized, regulated and taxed
like alcohol, and I am flatly in favor of medical marijuana. This appeals to some people
on both the right and left side of the political
spectrum and repels others in both factions.
Most people among the ‘Christian right’ will
see this as another step in the process of
‘defining deviancy down’ and wonder where
that process ends, but that group’s opinion is
not as monolithic as some believe. The problem is complicated enough to warrant serious public discussion.

Sixth, I have run a serious campaign, but
not a solemn one. Some voters are clearly
pleased. Others prefer solemnity to seriousness. They are not my kind of voters and I’m
not their kind of candidate.
Seventh, I promise only what I can deliver as a freshman congressmammal—to
donate my salary in the same way I have been
donating 10-20% of my pension income, to
actually say what I think, however unpopular, and to serve one term—so these are the
only promises I will make.
Eighth, I kept this answer short and clear;
never using the phrase: “working families.”
I feel it unfairly excludes the “loafing families” of which surely
there are a few in the 2nd
District.
AND LASTLY, My
opponent, Mike Michaud,
should stop unveiling
proposals
gimmicky
every couple of days that
pretend to deal with the
financial crisis. He should
tell the truth (if he knows
it) — we’re in uncharted
waters, no one is certain
what to do, and no one
knows what the situation
will be on Jan. 20, 2009.
But what we do know is
that we could use someone in Congress who
actually knows which historical examples
might apply to the current Panic, from the
Gold Standard of the Byzantine Empire to the
Tulipmania Bubble in Holland to the restrictions on free trade that followed the last Great
Crash in 1929 and caused the Depression.
The crisis we face is a crisis of debt. Yes,
Mike voted against the bailout — but almost
no one knows that he was ordered to vote
“no” by the Unions in a conference call to
135 members the day before the vote. They
even gave him “suggested” talking points,
which he was happy to pass on without crediting his masters.
Let’s be honest. Mike took money from
Fannie Mae. Mike Michaud and his cronies
in Congress couldn’t see the crisis we now
face and have no answer for it. The reason
for the current crisis is simple. Mike and his
ilk have run up reckless debts. Since Mike
Michaud has been in Congress the debt has
risen 4 trillion dollars, and if Mike had gotten his way the debt would have been 6 trillion. He has shown no restraint in spending
away our future. It’s as if he and his fellow
pork kings in Congress let the horse out of
the barn, shot the horse, and then hastened
to pass a law locking the barn door. And it
might even fool most people.
As for solutions to the current crisis,
Mike Michaud has actually proposed doing
the exact same thing that caused the last
Depression (raise taxes and spending and
restrict trade) and “thinks” that this time it
will work! Reminds me of Einstein’s definition of insanity: Doing the exact same thing
over and expecting different results.
I am proposing that the people and the government that represents them live within their
means, exercise thrift, and take personal
responsibility for their lives. It is a shame to
think these are seen as radical ideas these days.
I intend to be a completely different sort
of Congressman than the sound bite-spewing metrosexual mediocrities currently infesting the Potomac. If you are ready for something new and bracing, I’m the breath of fresh
air you’ve been waiting for. I would be honored to have your vote.
John Frary can be reached at the Committee
to Elect Frary, 355 Red Schoolhouse Road,
Farmington, ME 04938,
207-778-6685, jfrary8070@aol.com
Website: www.fraryforcongress.com

Michael Michaud, D, East Millinocket
John N. Frary, R, Farmington
Michael Michaud
I have had the honor and privilege to serve
as a Member of Congress for the past six
years, and previously in the Maine State Legislature. After graduating from high school,
I worked at Great Northern Paper Company
for 30 years. I believe all my life experiences
have helped shape my leadership qualities.
An understanding of who you are and where
you come from gives you a unique perspective on how to tackle some of the most pressing problems in Washington, DC.
After I was sworn in as a Member of Congress, I received the devastating news that the
mill I worked at was closing its doors. I can’t
tell you how devastating that news was for the
region and for me. Knowing how trade has
crippled our manufacturing base, I was committed to fighting to level the playing field. I
am cofounder of the House Trade Working
Group and have led opposition efforts against
unfair trade deals in the House of Representatives. This group fights for fair trade agreements that will protect our jobs and promote
economic growth throughout the nation.
Maine’s 2nd Congressional District faces
many economic challenges and that’s why I
have made economic development a top priority. I authored legislation to create a Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC),
which was enacted into law this year. The
NBRC would invest $30 million per year in
federal resources in economic development
and job creation projects in the most distressed areas of Maine. I’ve also fought very
hard for research and development funding.
A great example of this is the Advanced
Engineered Wood Composite program,
which has spurred technological advancements in our forest products industry. We
have seen the creation of 12 new businesses and strengthened 73 others. Additionally,
from my position on the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, I have secured
nearly $1 billion for Maine’s transportation
needs.
Maine has been hit especially hard by rising energy prices. I am proud that I was able
to secure a massive increase in LIHEAP
funding, a total of $5.1 billion, which will

help Maine’s seniors and families keep warm
this winter. I have advocated for increased
weatherization assistance. In the long term,
we need to end our dependence on foreign
oil. That is why I have supported increased
drilling, on and off shore, and investment in
renewables like wind, tidal and bio-fuels.
In the next Congress I hope to work in a
bipartisan manner to address this growing
crisis.
We must fulfill our commitment to our
veterans. As Chairman of the Committee on
Veterans’Affairs Subcommittee on Health, I
am working to ensure that our veterans
receive fair and equal treatment as well as
the benefits that they deserve. Caring for
those who have worn the uniform and their
families has always been one of my highest
priorities. We have made great progress in
the area of veterans’ benefits. We passed a
modern-day GI Bill of Rights, so our returning soldiers can get access to a college education. I have also been successful in expanding access to health care for Maine veterans
through new veterans’ health care access
points in Houlton, Lincoln and
Lewiston/Auburn. I will continue to work
hard for Maine’s veterans.
I look forward to going home every weekend after the legislative session and meeting
with my constituents across the state. I am
proud of where I come from and the people
I represent. I hope the people of Maine will
see fit to re-elect me.

MAINE’S
2nd
CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT
INCLUDES
WALDO COUNTY
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A. David Trahan, R,Waldoboro
Peter Rines, D,Wiscasset

SENATE DISTRICT 20

A. David Trahan

Peter Rines

Lifetime Maine Resident
Profession: Self-employed Logger 25
years Age: 45
Experience: • Four Terms in the Maine
House of Representatives • Member of the
Miles and St. Andrews Hospital Board of
Directors • Member of the Knox and Lincoln County Farm Bureau Board of Directors • Member of the Community Gatherings Board of Directors • Member of the
Fieldcrest Advisory Committee • President
of the Lincoln County Fish and Game

A Proven Record
of Experience
and Service —
During the next few years, the State of
Maine will be confronted by economic, environmental, and energy challenges unparalleled in our history. Experience and an indepth understanding of the problems
confronting us is essential. After serving for
four terms in the Maine House of Representatives, I want to expand the use of my experience by serving in the State Senate.
In the House of Representatives, I served
on the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities
and Energy. I was instrumental in drafting an
amendment that cut almost in half the number of Public Emergency Services Access
Points provided by Verizon. Had the bill
passed as originally proposed, the cost of the
911 surcharge would have been raised from
50 cents to over $3 per month. But because
the amendment was successful we were able
to lower the surcharge last year to 30 cents
per month, which is lower than it was six
years ago. As your State Senator, I would use
my experience to further stabilize the cost of
electricity and work to improve efficiencies
for Maine families in heating and lighting
their homes.
Throughout my four terms as a Representative, I have been involved in developing
legislation on issues critical to the residents
of Maine — such as the removal of MBTE
from gas in Maine, energy policy, economic development, education funding, tax
reform, and budget management. This experience has prepared me to be a knowledgeable and an immediately effective member
of the Senate.
As a way to help people with their tax burden, I presented three workshops this summer on Maine’s property tax and rent relief
program, also known as the “Circuit Breaker.” The program provides relief when property taxes or rent exceed a set percentage of
the taxpayers’ or renters’ income. A separate
criterion is used to determine the refunds for
the elderly. Accompanied by State Treasurer David Lemoine and other candidates from
each area, we met with residents in Waldoboro, Damariscotta, Wiscasset and Boothbay to explain the program and assist people
in completing the application for the Circuit Breaker.

Why do you want to serve and why
should voters in your district vote
for you?
I love public service! Under our current
form of government, individuals can change
the course of our state and nation. I entered
public service because I was frustrated with
my state leaders’ inability to solve problems.
Over the last 10 years I have been able to pass
groundbreaking medical errors legislation, a
life saving regulation change for the administration of epinephrine for first responders,
and create a new taxpayer watchdog agency.
I am a living example that with a little honesty, common sense and hard work you can
change things for the better.
GOALS:
Honest and Accountable Government
Our government has a responsibility to
operate efficiently, honestly, and in the best
interests of the citizens of Maine. As a member of the House of Representatives, I spearheaded the effort to establish OPEGA, the
Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability. This non-partisan government oversight agency that evaluates state
programs and departments was created to
identify waste, fraud and abuse of taxpayer
dollars in state government. So far, OPEGA has been a tremendous success. All told,
the office has identified thousands in fraud
and waste in government, and has recommended ways for the State to save taxpayers
millions of dollars.
Last March, politicians in Augusta tried
to gut funding for OPEGA, completely disregarding the positive results it had achieved
on behalf of Maine’s taxpayers. Although the
funding for OPEGA was ultimately restored
thanks to elected officials like Rep. Peggy
Pendleton (D-Scarborough) and Sen. Kevin
Raye (R-Perry), the disregard for government
accountability was on full display. In the Senate, I will fight to protect OPEGA and make
sure it will always receive the funding it
needs to serve the taxpayers of Maine.
Tax Reduction
Protecting Maine’s taxpayers also requires
putting more money back into our pockets.
In the Senate, I will work hard to give Mainers the ability to grow our economy, create
new jobs, and save for the future.
By cutting Maine’s excessively high
income tax, we can save the taxpayers of
Maine money, but more importantly, encourage financial independence by allowing you
to keep more of what you earn. With these
savings, Maine families have more opportunities to save for the future, and small businesses have more resources to create jobs.
Education
Creating new jobs and opportunities also
requires that we promote excellence in Maine
education. The Governor’s top-down
takeover of our schools is an assault on our
local control. Augusta values won’t work for
our local schools. Our parents and local
administrators know our students better than
the bureaucrats in State government, which
is why I will be a strong voice for local control of education in the Senate.
We must also expand the education oppor-
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tunities available in Maine. In the Senate, I
will work with leaders in government, in education and in healthcare to advance a Community College in Lincoln County. These low
impact healthcare jobs pay above the state
average, with benefits and retirement. Why
not give our young people this future opportunity? In time we could expand this new
Community College to professions like boat
building and marine resources that could
serve our important fishing industries.
As a member of the Miles and St.
Andrews Hospital Board of Directors I am
keenly aware of the challenges of recruiting
qualified health professionals. Maine has the
oldest population in the entire country, making the need for qualified doctors, nurses,
technicians and other healthcare professionals essential. Advancing this new opportunity is an important step in retaining our youth,
creating a healthier, more prosperous future,
and it will be one of my highest priorities in
the State Senate.
Energy
Guaranteeing a safe and prosperous future
must also include tackling our soaring energy costs that are threatening the health of
some of our most vulnerable neighbors. To
address this challenge head on, we need a
carefully thought out comprehensive plan
that meets our short-term goals of keeping
our neighbors safe and warm, and our longterm goal of affordable energy independence.
There are many companies interested in
developing our mountains, rivers and oceans
for energy. It is important we develop wisely and at the same time ensure Maine residents and small businesses benefit from new
energy sources.
Too many elderly and poor Maine citizens
are worried about how they will afford the
rising cost of heating oil, food, and other
necessities. During the short term, we must
promote and invest in local community
efforts to make sure our neighbors are safe.
In Waldoboro, I have been working with
church leaders and private citizens to supplement area food banks. These community
efforts, where neighbors are helping neighbors, will help many people weather the blistering winter months to come.
To meet our long-term goal of energy
independence, I believe we should extend tax
credits to business and Maine homeowners
who invest in weatherization. These tax credits will encourage Mainers to achieve energy efficiency in their homes and businesses. In time this investment will reduce energy
costs for homeowners and ease the burden
on taxpayers to fund them.
There is a lot of work to do in Augusta to
make sure we get Maine back on track. I will
work hard to make sure government works
for you, not the other way around. By promoting a responsible, accountable government, protecting our local schools and
expanding the options we have in education,
and setting, and meeting our short- and longterm energy goals, we will be well on our
way to a better, stronger Maine. In the Senate, I will support these policies so we can
guarantee that our future generations will
have new opportunities to achieve success.

Concerned about the growing energy crisis facing Maine this winter, I conceived and
served as honorary chair of a silent auction
and lasagna supper, sponsored by the Lincoln County Democrats on Sept. 21st. I am
thrilled to report that the event raised over
$7,500 for fuel assistance funds for the people in Lincoln County through the Community Energy Fund.
Public service has always been an important part of my life. In high school, I was
elected to serve on the Wiscasset Budget
Committee. For the last ten years I served on
Wiscasset’s Board of Appeals.
My professional life has been dedicated
to public safety. I am a Certification Manager for Maine Fire Training and Education, a
unit of the Southern Maine Community College, and a member of the Pro-Board, an
international committee on certification of
firefighters. My experience as a firefighter
and trainer of firefighters has made me acutely aware of public safety concerns, such as
the diminishing number of volunteer firefighters in Maine.
As a lifelong resident in Lincoln County,
I am keenly aware of the many important
issues impacting the daily lives of the people in the District, like maintaining access to
the working waterfront for the many who
depend upon that access for their livelihood.
It is my hope to return to Augusta to continue to work for access to the waterfront, as
well as on economic, health care, energy and
environmental issues which affect us all.

STATE SENATE DISTRICT 20
INCLUDES ALL OF
LINCOLN COUNTY
(EXCEPT FOR DRESDEN)
AND THE KNOX COUNTY
TOWNS OF FRIENDSHIP
AND WASHINGTON,
AS WELL AS WINDSOR
IN KENNEBEC COUNTY
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The challenges facing Knox County residents are the same challenges preventing
new jobs and economic success throughout
the State of Maine. To overcome the roadblocks to prosperity, elected officials must
commit themselves to lowering taxes,
reducing energy costs, and expanding
access to affordable health care. These real
changes will grow our economy and provide Maine families with the financial security they deserve. I am running for the State
Senate to speak up for Knox County, and
help make the changes that will get Maine
back on track.
As a three-term member of the Maine
House of Representatives, I rely on my
experiences as a father, a small business
owner, and a community volunteer to
develop responsible policies to strengthen
our State. On the Business, Research and
Economic Development Committee, I
worked with both parties to develop
responsible, affordable policies to grow our
small business community and create new
jobs. This spirit of bipartisanship led to the
creation of Pine Tree Zones throughout the
State of Maine that offer tax incentives to
encourage new businesses to open shop in
our state.
Both parties working together achieved
tremendous results. Because of these Pine
Tree Zones, 187 new businesses came to
Maine and created hundreds of new jobs. This
is the type of common sense, people-first governing we need in the State Senate to tear
down the barriers to economic success.
I am committed to working with legislators from both parties, with small business
and private sector leaders, and with real
Maine citizens to make changes that will
make Knox County, and all of Maine, a better place to live, work and raise a family.
Hardworking Mainers and their families
are the backbone of our economy. Supporting Maine’s workers must be the central
focus of the new class of State Senators. I
have proposed a Taxpayer Protection Act to
promote the interests of Maine’s workers
and taxpayers. It is a two-step plan that I
know will get results.
The single most positive step we can take
to protect Maine taxpayers is to give back
the money they work hard to earn. My Taxpayer Protection Act starts with identifying
$70 million in government savings that we
will return directly to the taxpayers. This
proposal was developed by the bipartisan
Joint Select Committee on Prosperity, and
includes opportunities to save millions by
identifying government efficiencies without sacrificing vital programs that keep our
poor and elderly neighbors safe.
The Taxpayer Protection Act also reduces
our tax burden with reasonable reforms to
require a 2/3 vote of the Legislature to raise
taxes. This new level of government
accountability gives Mainers a more promi-
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Christopher Rector, R,Thomaston
David Miramant, D, Camden

SENATE DISTRICT 22

Christopher Rector
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nent role in taxation debates. With Maine’s
tax burden so high, Mainers need a voice in
how government spends their hard-earned
wages. Requiring a 2/3 vote to pass a tax
increase will enhance the debate over the
impact of any new tax, and will promote the
interests of Maine taxpayers more than any
government proposal we have seen so far.
Mainers deserve real tax relief and financial security, and that is exactly what the
Taxpayer Protection Act will achieve.
Creating new jobs and a growing economy also requires a bipartisan, comprehensive plan to tackle rising energy costs. The
Maine Energy Independence Initiative I will
propose in the Senate is an “all of the
above” approach to reduce our energy burden quickly and significantly. The plan
includes a $5,000 tax credit for home owners and small businesses who improve their
energy efficiency. These tax credits will offset the cost of purchasing new windows,
insulation, more efficient heating systems,
and other improvements to reduce our energy use.
The Maine Energy Independence Initiative also makes strategic investments to
encourage Maine-based companies to
explore how wind, solar, wood and tidal
energy can become affordable energy alternatives to power our state. The investment
and focus on clean energy alternatives also
promotes new, “green” jobs right here in
Maine. The Energy Independence Initiative
also targets soaring fuel costs by eliminating the sales tax on new hybrid vehicles,
which can earn nearly double the fuel efficiency of a traditional, fossil-fuel vehicle.
Although lower taxes and energy costs
are vital to new jobs and a strong economy,
we cannot achieve economic success without expanding access to affordable health
care. In the Senate, I will work with both
parties to pass a Health Care Choice Initiative to introduce more private health
insurance options in Maine. By cutting the
red tape blocking Mainers from purchasing
patient-centered health care plans already
available in other states, Maine families and
small businesses will have an opportunity
to shop around for high-quality plans that
can cost up to 40 percent less.
Expanding access to more affordable private health insurance plans will reduce the
number of Mainers forced to rely on taxpayer-funded government health care. The
Health Care Choice Initiative also promotes
healthier families and a more productive
Maine workforce to help create economic
success. With the right leaders working
together in Augusta, Maine’s future will
include affordable health care for everyone.
There is a lot of work to do in Augusta
to achieve the real and positive changes that
will create new jobs and a robust economy.
I am running for the State Senate to be a part
of those changes, and to make sure the best
interests of Knox County are always at the
forefront of any debate.
I am ready to put my experience, and my
record of common sense bipartisanship to
work for Knox County. Election Day is on
November 4th, and I would be honored to
have your support.

David Miramant
The opportunity to have a positive effect
in the lives of those we care about can come
in many different ways. Sometimes it is
through a small gesture to a friend, or a kind
word with a stranger. Sometimes we find
ourselves in front of a large group of folks
who expect us to rise above our own fears
and take the lead to get things done. I heard
you clearly when you told me you want
action. During my campaign for the House
of Representatives, I vowed to work with
my fellow Legislators and to keep the needs
of my district in the forefront. I also remain
committed to taking action when necessary
and not to be dissuaded by the voices that
work against the interests of the people of
Maine.
The issues this year are similar to two
years ago when I went to the House except
that energy costs have skyrocketed, and we
are in a recession that will affect the budget forecasts when we reconvene the Legislature in January. In many respects we are
heading into a period where the old ways
of doing things really won’t work. We have
many choices about how to move past our
reliance on foreign oil, and to look behind
the screen that has hidden the greed of many
large corporations. The sooner we start, the
sooner we will be free of the turmoil this
period has caused us lately. We are now
ready to face the challenges with the energy and enthusiasm that comes when a committed group of people step up with the attitude of “Yes we can!”
During the campaign I have been meeting with you at your homes, listening to your
ideas, and answering questions about what
I accomplished in the House and what I
would do in the Senate. My ways of thinking were formed by the Democratic ideals I
learned from great leaders such as President
John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King and
Senator Ed Muskie. These men weren’t
afraid to stand up and speak for the people
they represented. They took action when it
was called for and because of their model I
stood up for my constituents on the following issues:
- Energy efficient building codes.
- A ban on smoking in cars with children
17 or younger present.
- Preserving the Informed Growth Act to

keep big box stores from overwhelming the
small businesses in our communities.
- Allowing childcare providers to form a
group to represent themselves when dealing
with the state.
- Restrict your credit report from being
used against you in areas that have nothing
to do with credit.
- Comprehensive tax reform that would
have saved almost every Maine resident
approximately $400 and reduced the roller
coaster of budget forecasting that we have
experienced for as long as I can remember.
We passed this in the House!
- Removing toxic chemicals from children’s toys.
I know that we need good jobs to fulfill
our dreams. We need government to partner
with the small businesses that grow from
within Maine. We now have in place the
assistance to write a business plan, help to
obtain financing for a good idea, and give tax
breaks and other incentives to help a business
get through the tough start-up time. I have
supported the work of Matt Jacobsen at
Maine Inc. in his efforts to compete with other states for the businesses that would relocate with the right incentives. I have also suggested that he look for those businesses that
would make a long-term commitment to the
people of Maine and not just stay until the
tax breaks run out and they start looking elsewhere.
I have been trying to make Dirigo work
to provide healthcare to as many people as
possible. The health insurance industry has
tried to block any alternative to their overpriced plans that cost hundreds per month
for deductibles you won’t reach unless you
are really sick or injured. All the while they
spend your premium money trying to find
ways to exclude the things you do get sick
from. Because of the lawsuits by these companies we have had to waste time and money fighting to get reimbursed for the savings
that Dirigo has generated. This is a big part
of the reason that Dirigo hasn’t lived up to
its promise. I will work with any idea that
will move us ahead, but the only systems I
have seen that work have been the universal
coverage systems that exist in Canada and
Europe. While there are different models, all
citizens are covered and the programs are
administered for 3-6% instead of as much as
33% that for-profit companies take. Deregulating the for-profits and hoping that they
will fix everything is similar to what caused
the financial meltdown we just witnessed.
The upcoming session will also see us
working on alternatives to foreign oil
dependence. We have the technology and
resources here in Maine to generate our own
power and eventually to be a producer for
our neighbors. We will also have to find new
ways of protecting our marine heritage as the
fisheries and markets continue to change.
I really appreciate the input that my constituents have given me during the last session and it will be even more important when
the challenges loom large, as they are now.
It has been an honor and a privilege to
serve in the House of Representatives for the
last two years and I would be grateful for the
chance to continue my work in the Senate.

STATE SENATE DISTRICT 22 INCLUDES
ALL THE TOWNS IN KNOX COUNTY
EXCEPT FOR FRIENDSHIP, ISLE AU HAUT
AND WASHINGTON, WHICH ARE IN
SENATE DISTRICTS 20, 28, AND 20, RESPECTIVELY
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HOUSE DISTRICT 36 — UNOPPOSED

Diane H. Messer, D, Liberty
Carol Weston, R, Montville

Hannah Pingree, D, North Haven

Carol Weston
Since I entered the Legislature as a State
Representative, I’ve worked hard to create
an accountable government and a strong
Maine economy. There are plenty of “Democrat versus Republican” issues, but good
government isn’t one of them. I’ve worked
with both parties to improve Maine and create new opportunities throughout the State.
I will continue this work during a fourth term
in the State Senate.
An accountable, accessible government
is vital to make important and needed
change. During the previous legislative session, I brought members of both parties
together behind a bill to strengthen Maine’s
Freedom of Access laws to guarantee citizens easy access to public information.
Maine government doesn’t belong to elected officials. Your government belongs to you,
and we must tear down obstacles to accessing public records you are entitled to.
Legislators must also preserve the government accountability we now have. OPEGA,
the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability, is an independent
state agency that protects against fraud, waste
and abuse of taxpayer dollars in government.
The successes OPEGA has achieved on
behalf of Maine taxpayers are tremendous.
Since 2005, the oversight agency has found
over $167,000 in misused funds and potential fraud, identified over $2 million in savings, and recommended ways for government
to avoid future costs of over $20 million.
During the previous session, I was a
staunch defender of OPEGA. I opposed a
measure to gut OPEGA’s funding because
Mainers are entitled to a government watchdog making sure government operates legally and efficiently. I will continue defending
this important oversight agency in the Senate, and I will remain committed to improving access and transparency throughout our
government.
As we work to improve government transparency, we must also work to strengthen
Maine workers and families by lowering the
taxes they pay. Mainers pay some of the highest taxes in the nation. In fact, one out of
every seven dollars we earn goes directly to
state or local government in taxes. New
opportunities for success require real change.
Our excessive income tax is one of the
biggest barriers to financial security. Mainers work hard to earn a living and support
their families. You deserve to keep more of
the wages you earn. In the Senate, I will
work to bring legislators together to lower
the income taxes we pay, without shifting
the burden onto property tax payers, sales
tax payers or business owners. Real tax relief
means lower taxes for ALL Mainers. I have
worked for this reform for years, and I will
continue working to reduce Maine’s income
tax during a fourth Senate term.
When we lower taxes, individuals, families and small businesses will help grow our
economy. With more money in people’s pockets, businesses can grow and create new jobs
in Maine. We can finally spend or save as we
see fit. You make the best decisions about how
to use your money, not government.
I also believe that structural legislative
reforms will quickly and significantly lower our taxes. By requiring voter approval of
all tax increases proposed by politicians in
Augusta, we will give real Maine citizens a
voice in debates over the taxes they pay.

Hannah Pingree

Mainers deserve a say in how government
taxes their families, and voter approval of
tax increases will accomplish just that.
I will also work to require a 2/3 vote of
the Legislature to pass measures that create
future debt. We need checks in place to stop
government from so easily burdening future
Maine generations with government debt.
Families throughout the State of Maine make
their budgets work with the money they have
available today. Maine government should
not behave any differently.
Real tax relief will get our economy back
on track and promote a successful future for
all of us. Lowering the income tax and enacting responsible legislative reforms will put
more money back into our pockets. It’s crucial that you keep more of the money you
work hard to earn—Maine’s economic future
depends upon that. In the Senate, this will be
one of my highest priorities.
I firmly believe that government should
work for the people, not the other way
around. But I am also confident in the ability of real Maine citizens to accomplish what
government cannot.
Maine has a nationally recognized appreciation for the environment and the outdoors.
We are seen as an authority on conservation,
and our mountains, rivers and forests are the
envy of the nation. Despite this notoriety,
government has failed to care for our State
Parks. Overgrown trails and crumbling parking lots restrict access to our open spaces.
Not only does this damage our environmental reputation, it damages our vital tourism
industry that supports our economy.
In the Senate, I will work to strengthen
the public’s role in maintaining our State
Parks. I believe the model used to save Fort
Knox is a winning plan. Years ago, the Fort
was in such disrepair that entire sections
were closed off to the public, until a group
of private citizens formed the Friends of Fort
Knox. These folks did what government
couldn’t do — raise funds to clean and repair
the Fort, and open that park to the public
once again.
In the Senate, I will work to empower real
Maine citizens to accomplish great things for
our natural landscapes. When government
works with everyday Mainers who want to
preserve our environment and beautify our
State Parks, we will see results.
There is much to accomplish in Augusta.
I will rely on hard work and my experiences
as a mother, a teacher and a legislator to get
things done for the State of Maine. We can
achieve the real changes to improve government, put more money in your pocket and
strengthen the State of Maine for everyone.
During a fourth term, I will continue working with you, and working with leaders in
government and the private sector to get
Maine back on track.
Election Day is November 4, and I would
appreciate your vote.

ED. NOTE: Diane Messer of Liberty is on the November 4 ballot, as the Democratic

challenger of the incumbent Senator for Waldo County, Carol Weston.
We were unsuccessful in our attempts to reach Diane Messer,
and so there is no article about her candidacy in this special election section.

My name is Hannah Pingree and I am running for my fourth term in the Maine House
of Representatives. I have spent the last three
terms representing ten island and coastal
towns in Knox and Hancock counties —
including the Knox County towns of North
Haven (my hometown), Vinalhaven, and Isle
au Haut. I also serve as the Majority Leader
of the Maine House. If re-elected, I will continue to lead the Maine Legislature next session with a focus on jobs and our economy,
energy, fishing issues, environmental health,
and an increased focus on health care and
early prevention programs.
The next legislature is going to be faced
with very difficult challenges as we grapple
with state budget shortfalls, which have significantly increased due to the rapidly slowing economy. Maine people — confronting
jobs losses, high heating bills and energy
costs, and rising prices — are also going to
face a very difficult winter. My focus will be
both keeping people safe in their homes this
winter, and focusing on building a more prosperous, sustainable future for our state.
Energy issues and investing in our economy through green jobs will be one of my
top priorities next session. Maine is incredibly well positioned to lead on alternative
energy — creating jobs and generating sustainable energy. I also believe that significantly increasing our efficiency is essential.
The gallon of heating oil we don’t use is the
best way to help families save money and
reduce our carbon emissions.
I believe that the state can create thousands of new, good-paying jobs by investing
in green energy. We can do this by investing in and providing incentives for efficiency for homes and businesses, by fast-tracking alternative energy projects — from wind
to wood-pellets to tidal — and continuing to
invest in research and development to make
Maine an alternative energy leader in new
technology that can be produced in Maine.
Specifically, I support a bond/or funds for
efficiency and winterization efforts — for our
schools, homes, and businesses. The bond
would support affordable efficient housing,
grants for efficiency upgrades, and an
expanded low-interest loan program. I support tax incentives to encourage fuel switching (to biofuels, wood pellets, solar, wind),
incentives for efficiency, and incentives for
alternative energy projects.
It is also urgent that we update our utility laws to ensure that Maine people see the
rate-payer benefits of alternative energy projects. Despite declining budget dollars, I’ll
support increased LIHEAP funds as well as
emergency funds for families above LIHEAP
eligibility who run into a crisis this winter.
Maine’s fishermen — especially our large
lobster industry — has been challenged in
the past few weeks to a point of crisis. With
very low lobster prices due to the decreased
demand for lobsters, and high fuel and bait
costs, our lobstermen are struggling. Many
fishing families are going to be doubly challenged making it through this winter. I think
we need some emergency strategy ideas like
emergency relief and loan re-financing programs — to help Maine fishermen weather
this storm caused by global markets and the
banking crisis. Over the next year, I think that
re-focusing our state strategy around marketing and processing of lobsters is key. I think

state support and incentives to create in-state
processing of lobsters is crucial, and then repackaging and marketing lobsters to consumers is also important. I think processing
and new marketing strategies would improve
the market for much of the peak-season, not
to mention create many new jobs. Lastly, I
am in support of a fuel tax credit for highly
fuel-dependent industries like fishing, farming, and trucking, that would provide some
relief for the time that fuel is over a certain
price threshold, as it was for much of the
summer.
Over the last four years, one of my legislative focuses has been on environmental
health issues — especially chemicals in children’s and consumer products and their
impact on Maine kids. We’ve been successful in phasing out several particularly dangerous chemicals in consumer products sold
in Maine, and last session we created a new
framework to more broadly monitor chemicals in consumer products and try to get those
with the most damaging health impacts —
especially on kids — off the market. I will
continue to lead on these issues and am hopeful that the efforts of Maine, and other states
around the country, will soon lead to federal action — where much of this policy leadership should have been coming from, but
has not.
Maine continues to see increasing obesity and diabetes rates among our kids and
some significant and growing public health
issues — like proper funding for diabetes and
childhood hunger. Many aspects of our health
care system are in crisis, and with the lack of
a federal solution, it is essential states focus
on improving the health of our population
and reducing the high costs of chronic care.
Next session, I am particularly interested in
focusing on kids’ health and prevention in
general — especially in Maine’s poorest
areas. We need to increase access to primary
care, increase rates of exercise, and better
link Maine’s growing local agricultural sector to Maine’s kids and families who are
struggling.
In the past six years I have always fought
for my constituents — for health care and
jobs, for reasonable fishing policies, for
affordable housing, for local energy solutions, for local transportation dollars, and for
our kids. Next year during these difficult
times, I will continue to do that in every way
possible in Augusta.
House District 36 includes the Knox
County towns of North Haven, Isle au Haut
and Vinalhaven, and in Hancock County,
the towns of Brooklin, Deer Isle,
Frenchboro, Stonington, Swan’s Island,
Tremont and part of Mount Desert.

ED. NOTE: Hannah Pingree has no opposition on the Nov. 4 ballot.

Frank Stanley of Tremont withdrew from the race earlier this year
and no replacement candidate filed to run in his place.
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R. Kenneth Lindell
Right now we are on the verge of a severe economic
recession. A recession that threatens the future and livelihood of every family in America.
For years individuals, businesses and the government
have all been living beyond their means. I am running for
the state house to help restore fiscal discipline and set priorities.
The latest figures from the US Census bureau show that
the difference between
Maine’s tax burden, and the
average tax burden in the
United States costs every
man, woman and child $401
per year. Yet the Baldacci
administration and his willing accomplices in the legislature continue to grow state
government without any prioritizing or a long term plan.
Dirigo Health was enacted four years ago as an
experiment to address the
need for affordable health
insurance for the selfemployed in Maine. Unfortunately Gov. Baldacci and his
allies in the legislature ignored the proven results of programs that dramatically lowered premiums for the self
employed. Instead he set up a top heavy bureaucratic program that now spends $57 million per year to subsidize premiums for less than 11,000 people. A quick visit to the new
open government website www.maineopengov.org that
tracks state government spending shows that the head of the
Dirigo agency pulls down a hefty salary and benefits package of over $147,000 per year. The payroll for the whole
agency with 13 employees is just short of $1,000,000 per
year. It gets worse. The state has paid actuaries and other
consultants more than two million per year to write lengthy
reports to justify that the program is saving us money. Meanwhile New Hampshire’s successful (bipartisan) health insurance market reforms have cost the taxpayers less than
$100,000 per year and have made available health insurance
that costs less than half of what we pay in Maine. This is a
pattern found throughout the executive branch of government. The governor’s office itself boasts 59 special assistants to the governor, five of whom are paid more than the
governor himself, with a total payroll of over $3 million per
year. When Senator Nutting (a moderate Democrat from
Androscoggin County) offered a bill to trim the payroll in
the governor’s office by $1,000,000, the leadership in the
legislature saw to it —on behalf of the Governor — that the
bill was killed. Meanwhile the Department of Marine
resources has only three microbiologists on staff to monitor
the health of shellfish along the entire Maine coast. Clearly, priorities in Augusta are messed up.
Some of us have been fighting hard to set straight these
priorities. A coalition of Democrats and Republicans came
together in the last legislature to implement some of the New
Hampshire style health insurance market reforms that had
been a bitter partisan issue in the past. There is a solid core
of legislators in Augusta who are willing to put the good of
the people over their own reelection efforts to say no to new
spending.
If we elect more legislators who will resist the pressure to
do what is expedient and set public policy priorities and say
no to increasing the tax burden on Maine families, then the
economy can begin to thrive again. A frugal and fiscally sound
state government can then turn its attention to top priorities
like fixing our roads and infrastructure, reforming health care
so that prices are lower and choice is greater, and finally seeing to it that every child in Maine has access to the best
schools that are available. I am ready to step up to the plate.
In one term in the legislature I gave 44 floor speeches while
fighting against higher taxes and wasteful bureaucracy. I wasn’t afraid to do it then, and I’m not afraid to do it now.
Many years ago when Harry Truman was President a supporter shouted out to him “Give ’em hell Harry!” Truman
responded, “I’ll give them the truth, that will be hell enough
for them!” Well, I promise that if you send me back to Augusta I’ll give them and you the truth in spades. By shining a light
on what is wrong in state government, we can then make it
better. Imagine if you will a state where we have abundant
jobs. So many jobs that employers are in bidding wars for qualified people. Imagine if you will Maine where the biggest problem that faces employers is finding qualified people and those
businesses willingly step up to help improve education so that
they can have a better work force. This is what we can achieve
if we set straight our priorities in Augusta.
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R. Kenneth Lindell, R, Frankfort
Veronica Magnan, D, Stockton Springs

I offer to the people my talent, experience and knowledge
to serve you in Augusta. I do so not for personal gain or
aggrandizement. But because I know that I can make a difference for my children as well as yours. It will take much
more than just one legislator, but with your help we can send
a message to the business-as-usual crowd in Augusta that a
wind of change is blowing in their direction.

So go to the polls on November 4th. Or ask your town
clerk for an absentee ballot. Vote for Kenneth Lindell. If you
do this for me, then I promise that I won’t let you down once
I get there.
Remember the government belongs to you, not the other way around. You can take back your government. It’s all
about you.

Veronica Magnan

there seems to be a sense of
common purpose and focus
on alternative energy and
renewable resources that
could put our people to work
on our behalf. How can we
afford this huge project? How
can we not! If the federal government is willing to bail out
huge multi-national banks and
businesses, how can we not
invest in the rest of us, the
bulk of all Americans? It is
time for an American “Marshall Plan” with the focus on
reducing the need for petroleum. I would work cooperatively to support good legislation
that would move this agenda forward.
The third plank of my platform was a discovery. As I started going door to door I was struck by the large number of
small businesses. As I stopped to talk with the business owners, I listened to their concerns. I did some research and found
out that nearly one third of all workers in Waldo County work
in a micro-business; which is described as a business with six
or fewer employees including the owner. When combined,
these businesses together constitue the largest employment
resource in Waldo County, and they are struggling. So I would
like to see if there are ways we can make it easier for microbusinesses to thrive and flourish. For each successful business, opportunities are created for bigger markets, hiring of
local employees and greater satisfaction and reward for the
owner-entrepreneur. As a constituent service I hope to develop a District 41 Directory of Micro-businesses by category
and also a website to link them to Maine and the world. That
will be a start. I hope that ideas for legislation to help our
little businesses will be suggested from the folks involved.
Finally, the third reason to elect me is that I have learned
that I am looking forward to serving the folks in District 41
with an energy, excitement and enthusiasm that makes me
smile. In my travels of District 41, I have been to many kinds
of homes and know that while there is economic wealth shown
in beautiful homes and economic poverty in others, that there
is a wealth of love and care shown in all kinds of homes and
families in District 41. If times get tough for all of us in Maine,
I know that we in Maine will look after our families and our
neighbors and we will prevail, survive and thrive, and that
is a fact. In my literature I have stated a desire to bring this
large, disjointed geographic political entity together in a new
and vibrant way. “Uniting District 41” is not just a slogan, it
is a promise of a commitment to six different towns to see
them as unique and yet serve them as a whole. I am up to
the challenge, I am ready.

There are three very good reasons why voters in District
41 should elect me to the State House of Representatives on
November 4th.
The first reason is that I am ready to do the job. I have been
going door to door meeting folks in District 41. I have visited most homes in the district by this time. From my travels
I have developed an in-depth knowledge that can only come
from being on the ground. I know that District 41 is huge. I
remember driving from one town hall to the other one day
and putting nearly 60 miles on the odometer. And I know that
District 41 is beautiful, with its saltwater shores, freshwater
rivers, softly rounded mountains and verdant valleys. I know
that folks in District 41 love flowers and whether they are in
a dish garden on a porch, perennials in a dooryard or planted and tended in elaborate landscapes, flowers were everywhere this summer. But my greatest pleasure was in meeting
with hundreds of residents; Democrats, Greens, Republicans,
and Un-enrolled voters, who were kind, pleasant, thoughtful and full of information on their towns and neighborhoods.
They were also concerned about the economy, education and
energy issues, and they became the focus of my campaign.
As a recently retired educator, I have the time to do the job
both in the district and in Augusta.
The second reason I will make a great choice for the State
House is that I am a lifelong learner. When I chose my platform I had education as a given. I have served in the field of
education all my adult life. I have taught from Kindergarten
to college, served as an Elementary principal, Federal Program Coordinator and superintendent of schools. I have
recently served on the MSAD 56 Board of Directors (until
April ’08). My communication skills, administrative experiences and consensus building training will be a great asset
to me as a legislator. I can work across the aisle and in committees to bring my problem-solving skills to bear on issues
and my research skills to develop my understanding of topics. We need to support our teachers and administrators as
they instruct and guide our children, our legacy and the future
of Maine.
The second plank of my platform involved a more in-depth
study of alternative energy and how the development of an
Alternative Energy Economy might be a way to reduce our
dependence on petroleum for fuel and transportation. Rather
than focusing on huge wind farms and other grand projects,
I believe Maine can create an alternative energy economy,
where we train our people to design, build, install and maintain a variety of alternative energy products such as those
involving wind, solar, geothermal, pellet stoves, etc. These
products would then be installed home by home, so we would
have some control over our home environments all year long.
This can be done. All over the world people are turning to
clean, renewable energy resources with success. Right now,

for Rep. to the State Legislature
Michael D.
Thibodeau
I am a native Mainer and
have lived in Waldo County
my entire life. I have spent my
entire career owning and
operating construction businesses that have provided jobs
for hundreds of hardworking
Maine residents. I currently
co-own Maine Peterbilt and
TB Equipment and Rental. I
live in Winterport with my
wife Stacy and our two daughters Megan and Sara.
I am currently serving in my first term in the Maine House
of Representatives representing District 42, which includes
Brooks, Jackson, Monroe, Swanville, Waldo and Winterport.
I am a member of the Utilities and Energy Committee. I look
forward to returning to Augusta and bringing common sense
that represents District 42’s interest and values.
I understand the things that all of us here in Maine are facing, high tax burden, high health insurance cost and that Maine
is a tough place to do business. I want to continue my work
in trying to improve these areas. I have voted for bills that

HOUSE DISTRICT 42

Michael D.Thibodeau, R,Winterport
Seth Yentes, D, Monroe
would have lowered our tax burden, changed the way health
insurance in Maine can be purchased so that the cost would
be lowered and voted for bills that would have improved
the business climate here in Maine. This is shown through
the high ratings that I have received from non-partisan groups
that rate the legislature. The Maine Economic Research Institute rated my legislative votes at 92.5 for my outstanding voting record when it comes to voting to improve the business
climate here in Maine. My National Federation of Independent Business rating is 100 percent when it comes to standing up for the small business community, and small business equals jobs for hardworking Maine families.
As I represent you the voter in Augusta, I always want to
hear from you. You can feel free to contact me anytime with
your concerns or questions, whether it is about my campaign
or state-related issues, at 223-5177 or e-mail me at repmikethibodeau@aol.com.
HOUSE DISTRICT 42
continues on page 11
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Jayne Crosby
Giles
I am frequently asked why
I choose to serve as a Maine
legislator. My answer: commitment to public service and
a desire to make Maine a better place.
Good reasons; however, the
Ames School fourth grade class
in Searsmont recently reminded me WHY I serve. Rep.
Walker of Lincolnville and I
spoke to Mrs. Ladd and Miss
Federle’s fourth grade classrooms about being
a legislator. The students “interviewed” us,
asking questions on education, government,
environment and more. I just received a stack
of Thank You’s from the students:
“Thank you for coming to our school. You
taught us a lot. I think you taught the teachers a
lot, too.” K.
“….. I know all the branches by heart: Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, and Legislative
Branch.” M.
“Thank you for coming to our school and
answering our questions! K.
“Thank you for representing our towns.” N.
“Thank you for representing the 4th grade.” J.
When I ask myself WHY SERVE, these
students say it best. I serve to represent them.
I serve to provide a promising future for the
fourth grade, the Ames School, all students,
and all Mainers.
As a voter, I offer the attached summary
so you will know more about me. If you have
more questions, please call 338-0711 or email jaynegiles@email.com.
Thank you! Jayne
Legislative Service: As a first-term legislator, I was appointed to the Appropriations

Committee and faced a $190
million dollar budget gap. I
worked hard with legislative
colleagues to tackle this difficult situation and find solutions. I am pleased we were
able to resolve the budget
shortfall without broad-based
taxed increases by streamlining state government, while
protecting essential services
for Maine citizens.
Additionally, I served on a
13-member Commission to
Develop Strategies to Increase Postsecondary
Access, Retention and Completion for LowWage, Low-Skilled Adults. Plus, I was one
of six legislators assigned to a special subcommittee to study prison overcrowding in
Maine. I am a member of Women in Government, a national bipartisan organization of
women state legislators.
Community Involvement: I serve on the
Boards of Broadreach Family Services, Waldo County YMCA, Waldo County General
Hospital and United Mid-Coast Charities. I
am a member of Belfast Rotary and serve on
the UMaine Hutchinson Center Scholarship
Committee. I am a past-president and member of the Belfast Area Chamber of Commerce. I have been active in Belfast city government having served on the Business
Development Committee and the Retail
Review Commission.
I am a strong supporter of small and family-owned businesses. I am a past chair of the
Finance Authority of Maine (FAME) board
and served on Maine’s Small Business
Administration (SBA) advisory board.
Personal & Family: I graduated from
Wellesley College with a degree in economics. I am a community banker with 30 years’

Harold E. Halliday
Hello, My name is Harold “Hal” Halliday and I am the Democratic Party candidate for the District #43 (Belfast, Northport, Belmont) House seat. I graduated
from Skowhegan High School and the
University of Maine with a degree in education with majors in physical education
and social studies and a minor in English.
I am married with four grown children. I
am a retired teacher who spent the last 30
years of my 42-year career at Belfast Area
High School, where I taught physical education and social studies. I also served the district for a time
as athletic director and, for most of the 30 years, as a coach
in the football program.
In my time as athletic director I had the unique opportunity to have Title IX adopted into our system, over the objections of some but the support of many. This action gave
female athletes and coaches of women’s sports the same
basic budget, schedules, equipment, uniforms, game conditions and salaries as the athletes and coaches of men’s sports.
I had the newly formed soccer program adopted into our
high school sports program. I was active in organizing the
pee-wee football program for the Belfast area. I also initiated a revised “code of ethics” to be followed by all athletes
and coaches in our school system.
I was president of the MSAD #34 Education Association
for many years and also served as a representative from my
local to the state (MEA) and national (NEA) associations.
I was the chair of the communications committee at the state
level for a number of years. I also was on the negotiating
team for our local for many years. During my tenure as President, our local’s membership grew from just over 100 to
close to 250. I found it very rewarding representing the
employees of the district in negotiations, contract disputes
and in ensuring them a fair and equitable tenure.
My political views are based on fairness and honesty for
all. I act only after careful deliberation and investigation.
I am pro worker and I champion their cause faithfully,
whether those causes be salary, hours or working conditions.

Jayne Crosby Giles, R, Belfast
Harold E. Halliday, D, Belfast

experience and am employed at Machias
Savings Bank as Vice President and Commercial Banking Officer. I am married to
small business owner Mike Giles. Our three
children are grown. Now, we are empty
nesters with two golden retrievers.
State Issues:
The 3 “E’s”: Economy,
Energy & Environment —
One of my goals is to create a more “business-friendly” economy while keeping our
state beautiful. We need to encourage more
companies to grow and stay in Maine. More
and better paying jobs will help keep our
young people in Maine. As a State Representative, having a sound economy is one of my
top priorities.
This winter, Maine people are faced with
a potential energy crisis that needs immediate action. Maine needs a comprehensive,
statewide energy plan that includes wind,
tidal, and solar energies. Legislators need
to take action to insure that there are adequate fuel sources for people to heat their
homes.
Healthcare Costs & Healthy Living —
Increased access to truly affordable health
insurance will help Maine families. Maine’s
health insurance market needs reform so
Maine people can afford the care they need.
Living healthier lives is one way to reduce
costs. That is why I proposed the “Wellness
Bill” during the past session. The bill offered
incentives to employers that offer Wellness
Programs for their employees. The bill was
popular, however, failed due to lack of funding. With re-election, I plan to revise the bill
for the next session.
Taxation —
As your Representative, I will continue to
work to ease Maine’s tax burden. Maine has
been a highly taxed state for far too long. It

That does not make me antibusinessowner but I do strive
for fairness at all levels.
I have chosen to run for
the District #43 House seat
mainly because of meeting(s)
with and statements made by
members of the opposing
party and their stands on
issues put before them. I
came away from the meeting(s) feeling that they were
taking stances that were
directly opposed to all the
things that I had fought for and struggled to maintain during my time as a representative of the workers of MSAD
#34 and had that feeling reinforced by some of their, and
others of their party, later statements. Examples are: against
a minimum wage increase, against a “livable” wage for ESP,
against unions and contracts, against increasing medical care
for children and the elderly. Secondly, I also found that
the parroting of the Bush administration political line by
some of the opposition was abhorrent to those who believe
in a strong democracy and those who are upset with the
attack on our freedoms. To offset this rhetoric we need to
elect, at all levels, those who will represent and defend the
rights of all citizens and not just rubber stamp what comes
out of the mouths of some politicians.
I support:
• A strong and fairly funded educational system from
pre-K through the college level
• A strong medical insurance system for our young, the
elderly and for the needy
• A repeal of the pension offset to help more of our
elder citizens live a more decent retirement
• A fair wage for all workers along with labor laws that
are fair to all parties
• A review and, if needed, a restructuring of our current
tax structure(s) to reflect fairness for all
• A government (at all levels) based on ethical qualities
such as fairness, honesty and integrity

is time to make changes.
Local Issues:
School Consolidation —
School Consolidation sparked much
debate in both 2007 and 2008. I voted for the
current law to combine the number of school
districts from 299 to 80, rather than the Governor’s original plan for only 26 super-sized
districts. As a member of the Rural Caucus,
I supported legislation to provide districts
with more flexibility and local control in
establishing their new Regional School Units.
I have attended several regional planning
committee meetings between SADs 34 and
56 and stand ready to assist in any way possible. Local residents will vote on the consolidation plan on November 4th.
Route 52 —
I worked diligently with Maine DOT representatives to insure this route was repaved
in 2008 from Belfast through Lincolnville.
Despite tight road budgets, I am pleased to
see 17.2 miles of Route 52 is currently being
repaired.
The Game Loft —
The Game Loft faced loss of funding for
its award-winning after-school program in
Spring 2008. The Game Loft appealed and
lost a bid to renew a five-year grant from the
Fund for Healthy Maine. I worked with the
Commissioner of DHHS to re-bid a proposal so that Waldo County continues to have
this service.
Student State House visits —
While at the State House, I have had the
opportunity to host several student groups
including members of The Game Loft, Waldo County Boy Scouts, Troy Howard Middle School Student Council, 2006 State
Champion BAHS Field Hockey team and
many more. We can be proud of their accomplishments!

I would greatly appreciate your support and your vote in
the November elections. As I found it rewarding to represent the employees of MSAD #34, I am sure that I will find
it just as rewarding representing the citizens of District #43
in Augusta.
If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact me
at hhalliday@verizon.net or call 338-1888.
Thank you for your time,
Hal

HOUSE
DISTRICT 43
INCLUDES THE WALDO
COUNTY
TOWNS OF
BELFAST, BELMONT
AND NORTHPORT
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Seth Yentes
I was born in Frankfort and
raised in Monroe. My education
has been unique, having been
home schooled most of my childhood with a few years in public
and private school. I received a
GED from the Belfast Adult
Education, and then attended
University of Maine, Orono,
studying music for a year. I then
transferred to Indiana University, Bloomington, to continue my
musical study.
At the age of 14 I began clearing two acres
of land and started planting an orchard. In
order to accomplish this, I had to look to the
future with a dream. Then I had to make a plan
and do the necessary steps over many years
to prepare the land, graft the trees and plant
them, knowing that I wouldn’t see fruit for at
least seven years. From this I have learned
how to work hard, tackle the tasks at hand,
while keeping in sight the big picture for the
future. Out of the experiences learned by start-

In Waldo County, the towns of Brooks,
Jackson, Monroe, Swanville,
Waldo and Winterport.

ing my orchard I have developed a small nursery business. I
think the skills I learned in these
endeavors are what are needed
for forward-looking leadership
in Maine.
Like most people in Maine I
do a variety of jobs, which has
allowed me to stay here. As a
carpenter, farmer, musician,
teacher and volunteer firefighter, I have developed a strong
sense of the challenges people
face.
I am interested in representing District 42
because we need forward-looking leadership.
My involvement in the community as a volunteer firefighter and teacher has given me a
look at people’s lives that I otherwise wouldn’t have had. Having seen the challenges people face has driven me to run for State Representative. I will be a strong advocate for the
hard working people of Waldo County.
I think that all the issues facing people
today are connected. If we tackle one it will
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Michael D.Thibodeau, R,Winterport
Seth Yentes, D, Monroe

affect another. Take health care for example.
If we can provide quality affordable health
care we can strengthen our economy, have a
healthier work force and reduce taxes and
keep young adults here in Maine. It will
strengthen our economy by reducing the monetary burden on small business and the self
employed, making Maine a more businessfriendly state. With a focus on preventative
care, we will have a healthier, more productive work force. If fewer people use the emergency room for non-emergency conditions,
we can reduce the financial burden on the
state, therefore reducing taxes. Quality affordable health care will be an added incentive
to keep young adults here in our great State.
As your State Representative I will work
for…
• Health care — The rising cost of health
care has been a burden to the citizens of Maine
as well as Maine’s small businesses. I will
strive to create affordable health care for all
Mainers.
• Economy — Local Businesses and Farms
are the backbone of our economy. More mon-

ey is generated by small businesses than any
other sector in the economy. As a farmer and
business owner I understand the importance
of growing and nurturing all of the local businesses in Maine.
• Education — A quality education for all
of Maine’s children is an investment for the
future of Maine. As a teacher of the arts, I
understand that public schools need to be
strong academically and offer enriching extracurricular programs.
• Energy — Maine has an opportunity to
reduce its dependency on foreign oil. This can
be done by increasing efficiency of houses,
appliances and cars and by investing in alternative energy here in Maine. I will work for
new initiatives in the energy sector to create
good paying jobs and strengthen our economy.
Living in this area has given me a strong
foundation for listening to and understanding
the people of Waldo County. With this foundation I will work hard to represent the people of District 42. As a young adult I will bring
forward-looking leadership to Augusta.

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 44 In Waldo County, the towns of Islesboro, Liberty, Lincolnville, Morrill and Searsmont; and In Knox County, the towns of Appleton & Hope

Andrew Roesing O’Brien, D, Lincolnville
Robert P.Walker, R, Lincolnville
Andrew Roesing O’Brien
The Change the People Want
“We couldn’t do it anymore,” my friends
told me as we packed up the U-Haul truck.
“We spent all last winter looking for work
and now with the price of heating oil — forget about it.” I was in the same boat; there
were only so many days of house painting
left on Islesboro before the weather would
turn, and I would have to find winter
employment.
It was early November as
we headed south out of
Camden, headed to where
so many midcoast economic refugees have gone before
us: Portland. Although the
last of my childhood friends
were currently leaving the
area, Maine was where I
wanted to be. My former
university
classmates
thought I was crazy to live
in a state with so few
employment opportunities
and some of the lowest
wages in the country. Before
I made the decision to run
for state representative, I have to admit that
I had second thoughts about moving back to
Maine. For the first time in my adult career,
I would be without health insurance and stable employment.
During the following months I cobbled
together several different part-time and temp
jobs while simultaneously searching for fulltime employment. I shoveled snow, worked
on a factory assembly line, did customer
service for a supermarket chain, did maintenance work at a warehouse, and manned the
front desk at a homeless shelter. At all of
these jobs I met other people like myself who
relied on seasonal work to make ends meet.
They were carpenters, house painters, landscapers, waiters, and waitresses, slogging
along, making seven or eight bucks an hour
with no benefits. Unfortunately, for many of
my former coworkers, the spring, when they
intended to make “the real money,” never
really came this year. As the economy has
slowed, so have the construction and tourism
jobs, which sustain so many of us in Maine.
Then one night this spring, back home in
Lincolnville after my winter in employment

purgatory, I decided to stop complaining and
do something. Since Maine is one of only
two states in the country with a Clean Elections Act, I could apply for those funds and
run for state representative.
After talking with several veteran legislators, I was at first intimidated by the
countless grueling hours I would have to
commit to my campaign. Going door to
door to meet constituents in my vast rural
district seemed like a full-time interview for
a part-time job. But after a few false starts
— a door slam here, a dog
bite there — I suddenly
realized how lucky I am to
live in such a warm, welcoming community and
began to look forward to
“doing doors.”
Soon I was bringing
home jars of homemade
pickles, hand-crocheted
doilies, and fresh vegetables
from gardens around the
seven towns in my district.
By the end of August I had
to practically fight off constituents bearing zucchinis
and cucumbers. I sat in
kitchens discussing the economy and the fuel
crisis. I’ve listened to elderly folks worried
about how they were going to pay for heating oil, yet vowing to “make-do.” They don’t
want to take state aid and thus deny help to
low-income families with children. In the
same town low-income parents told me that
they feared most for the old folks this winter.
But I’ve met very few members of my
own generation. Sometimes I’ve seen an old
high school classmate’s name on the voter
list, but after I visited the house, I learned
from the parents that their son or daughter
had long ago left the state. The most common refrain I heard from folks across the
political spectrum has been, “I wouldn’t want
to be a young person starting out today.”
My run for the Legislature has been eyeopening and inspiring in another way
though. I’ve learned about so many innovative ideas that can reshape Maine. Offshore
wind turbines to generate electricity, geothermal heating systems for homes, Opportunity Maine’s exciting plan to train young
workers for the new green economy, grass-

roots organizations such as Maine People’s
Alliance and Midcoast Health Care Reform
that are working for change in the way we
pay for health care.
We’ve got to restore our faith in the power of democracy. We can make affordable
health insurance accessible to all, by setting
up our own democratic insurance pool. We
can start investing in energy that is clean,

renewable and affordable, produced right
here at home. We can provide more opportunities for young people and keep our communities strong.
So many of you have told me you want
these things; now let’s work together to
solve the problems that plague our beautiful area. Please consider voting for Andy
O’Brien on November 4.

Robert P. Walker

our infrastructure. New companies will not come to
Maine and existing businesses will not expand unless
goods and materials can be
easily and reliably transported through our great state.
And there will be fewer good
paying jobs without business
expansion. I will make this
point during budget negotiations.
The development of alternative energy sources should
be a top priority for our
administration. People could
stay warm with at least electric heat and not
be freezing to death if we had developed
cheap sources of electric power generation.
Instead we have some of the highest electric
rates in the country. We need to create and
expand hydro, solar, tidal, nuclear and wind
energy production for our economy’s future
and to meet residents’ heating needs. We
cannot do this without a long-term plan. I
would like to help create that plan if returned
to office.
I do not think welfare should be a lifestyle.
I submitted legislation which would have ended welfare payments after five years; which
matches federal rules. This amendment was
defeated. I will make the argument again if
returned. More emphasis on post-secondary
education & job skills training will also be
crucial for strengthening our workforce.
We have one of the highest income tax
rates in New England. Who would have ever
thought income tax rates would be lower in
Massachusetts? Decreasing income tax rates
spurs economic growth, which leads to higher collections for state coffers. I would support the lowering of our individual and corporate tax rates.
But most urgently needed in Augusta are
legislators with experience and judgment, not
an inflexible, non-negotiable agenda. Common sense unfortunately is a rarity in government, and I hope to bring these three
attributes to the State House in the 124th Legislature. I ask for your vote on November 4th.

I currently represent seven
midcoast towns in the State
Legislature. I work as a physician specializing in medical
imaging at Waldo County
General Hospital in Belfast. I
have been active in my community including time as a
school board member at Camden Hills Regional High
School and as a member of the
Regional Planning Committee
formed as a result of the
school consolidation law. My
daughter is in eighth grade at
Lincolnville Central School and my son is
a sophomore at Camden Hills. I will ask my
constituents to return me as their State Representative this November 4th.
Why should you vote for me?
I went to Augusta in 2006 for many reasons: one of them to address the lack of
affordable health insurance. I was surprised
to learn Maine was one of only five states
that place severe restrictions on companies
selling insurance to individuals. I submitted
a bill to put Maine in the column with the
other 45 states where similar policies cost
about half than those sold in Maine. The Legislature rejected my bill, along with other
Democrat and Republican bills with similar
goals. Instead, we got tax increases on soda,
beer, wine, and health insurance claims to
fund the state’s Dirigo program.
I then submitted legislation to allow
Mainers to buy health insurance from outside the state, as long as those companies had
the same solid financial footing as companies selling in-state. What could be wrong
with buying a health insurance policy from
Pennsylvania, especially if the premium was
half than one sold in Maine and had similar,
often lower deductibles? This concept was
also rejected. I will try again if re-elected.
Our infrastructure, including our roads and
bridges, is suffering from a long period of
financial neglect, as we pour more and more
of our tax money into social programs. I
would like to see more tax money spent on
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HOUSE DISTRICT 45

In Waldo County, the towns of Burnham, Freedom, Knox, Montville, Palermo,Thorndike,Troy and Unity

Matthew W. Evans, R, Palermo
John F. Piotti, D, Unity
John F. Piotti
I want to serve in the
Maine Legislature because I
care deeply about the future
of Maine. I want our communities to thrive. I want our
farms and small businesses to
prosper. I want my children
and their classmates to be able
to find good jobs when they
grow up, right here at home.
In short, I want our great
state to become even greater.
And I think that the Maine
Legislature can help make that happen.
For six years, I’ve had the honor to represent the people
of House District 45 (Burnham, Freedom, Knox, Montville,
Palermo, Thorndike, Troy, and Unity). I’m supported by a
broad assortment of local voters — Republicans, Democrats, and Independents — because they know I’m hard-working, principled, sensible, approachable, and effective.
I’ve had some special opportunities to make a real difference. As a freshman legislator, I found myself in the
unusual position to lead the charge to support dairy farms.
At a point when Maine’s dairy industry was about to collapse, the Legislature succeeded in creating a unique farm
support system that has boosted farmer income without raising taxes or the price of milk for consumers. Our actions
saved an industry that pumps over $500 million a year into
our rural economy, while protecting 750,000 acres of working landscape.
Later I chaired the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry. In this role, I had the chance to champion
a wide variety of bills, including a first-in-the-nation law to
protect pets drawn into domestic disputes. I also led the
process that brought Katahdin Lake into Baxter State Park.
The pundits said that this highly contentious issue—which
pitted some sportsmen groups against conservationists—
was “dead on arrival.” But by working hard with all sides,
we found common ground. Our grandchildren will thank us.
I approach all of my legislative work from the perspective of “What’s best for the people I serve?” Though a Democrat, I am not an ideologue. I can and do work well with people of all political stripes, believing that better results come
from doing so. (Some legislators talk about “reaching across
the aisle.” I’m usually already standing in it!)
This non-partisan approach even carries over to my most
recent role as chair of the Taxation Committee, which often
deals with the most politically charged bills in the Legislature. During my time as chair, less than 2% of our bills have
been voted out along party lines—an amazing accomplishment that stems from an unprecedented level of trust and
cooperation we built within the committee. In fact, our tax
committee found agreement where no tax committee has
ever before. By an 11 to 2 vote (with one Democrat and one
Republican opposed), we birthed Maine’s first comprehensive tax reform bill in 40 years. (Though it ultimately failed
in the Senate, this bill moved the ball further down the field
than we’ve ever been, and positions us to enact meaningful tax reform in 2009.)
For some, the Legislature is viewed as an institution that
is incapable of doing anything good. Even some legislators feel that way. They vote against almost everything,
believing that since the Legislature can’t do any good, they
need to keep it from doing anything.
Well I disagree. I believe strongly that the Maine Legislature can be a powerful force for good.
Let’s talk about tax policy for a moment. Few will argue
that Maine’s tax burden is too high. But even fewer seem to
recognize that Maine is taking positive steps forward. Since
I’ve been in the Legislature, we’ve repealed the tax on business equipment, increased the circuit breaker program and
homestead exemption, boosted the property tax exemption
for veterans, and more. Maine’s tax burden is now 15th highest in the nation—still too high, but considerably lower than
it was just two years ago, when Maine was seventh highest
in the nation. Though the Legislature has much work left to
do, we are moving in the right direction. As for me, I’m eager
to engage once again in the battle for comprehensive tax
reform, which—if done right—can both stimulate our economy and lower the tax burden on Maine people.
Sure, legislative work is frustrating at times. But it is also
deeply rewarding to have a hand in making things better,
even if the pace can be slow.

I have been blessed with a great education and fantastic professional opportunities. I’ve worked for over 25 years
managing successful small businesses and award-winning
nonprofits, refining my leadership skills along the way.
I’ve been active in my community, working with and learning from so many different people. I have deep roots in
Maine, and a deep appreciation of this amazing place we
are fortunate to call home. This all helps me be a better
legislator.
It has been a true honor and privilege to serve in the
Maine Legislature. I will continue to work exceedingly hard
for Maine people and for the future of our great state.

NOTE: Matthew Evans of Palermo is Rep. Piotti’s
Republican challenger on the Nov. ballot.
We were unsuccessful in our attempts to reach
Mr. Evans and so there is no article
about his candidacy in this
special election section.

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 46 Camden and Rockport

Helen Shaw, R, Rockport
Joan W.Welsh, D, Rockport
Helen Shaw
My name is Helen Shaw and I am the Republican candidate for the Maine House of Representatives District 46,
Camden & Rockport. I am married to William “Bill” Chapman and we have two college-age sons, Will and Nate ShawChapman. We also have three cats and one dog, all rescued
from shelters.
My formal training is as an anthropologist with a bachelor’s degree from Ohio State University and a master’s
degree from the University of Michigan. My professional
career has been in research management, jobs that involved
collecting and analyzing data on people, from pregnant
women and their babies, to Alzheimer’s patients and their
care givers, to studies dealing with the efficacy of treatment
programs for drug addicts. I have worked for two state universities, two national medical associations, a nationally
known think tank, and major drug treatment provider.
While living in Chicago I was heavily involved in our
neighborhood association, serving in several capacities,
including president and member (later chair) of the planning
committee. As a community activist I advocated on behalf
of the neighborhood, working closely with the ward alderman, with city officials in zoning, planning, and public
works, with officials of the transit authority, and with the
police department, as well as with representatives of other
neighborhood associations to make sure development was
in the direction the residents wanted and to make the area
a safe place to live. I was appointed by Mayor Richard M.
Daley to the Lincoln Park Community Conservation Commission, a federally mandated committee charged with advising the city on the sale and development of urban renewal
property in Lincoln Park. I also served on the board of
trustees of the Catherine Cook School. Since moving to
Rockport, I was elected to the Rockport Charter Commission and currently serve on the Camden/Rockport Bicycle
and Pathways Committee and the Rockport Cemetery Committee.
I may be from away, but my husband, Bill Chapman, was
born in Augusta and his paternal lines go back 9 to12 generations in Maine. As a genealogist, I have studied his ancestors in detail and have gained an appreciation for how hard
they worked to make a good life for their families and to
make Maine a thriving community. Bill very much wanted
to retire to his home state and we would like to stay here,
but high taxes, high utility costs, and the poor business climate may eventually force us to leave. However, I want to
stay and fight for a better in economy in Maine rather than
leave as so many of our children and older citizens are doing,
going to some other state that offers more job opportunities and lower taxes.
The main theme of my campaign is the desire to make
Maine business friendly. Most of you in Camden and Rockport have received my mailer on that topic. I foresee a Maine
where companies are coming here to open new factories
coupled with growth in businesses already here. This will
lead to a more diverse economy with better paying jobs
which, in turn, will lead to a stronger, healthier economy,
one which will encourage our children to stay here and raise
their families. A stronger Maine economy will lead to lower taxes for residents and more funds available to repair our
crumbling roads and bridges and to help those in need.
Getting that strong economy will not be easy; sacrifices
will have to be made. Threatening to drastically cut services in one area only leads to intense lobbying efforts and much
gnashing of teeth usually ending with a replacement of most
of the cut funds. In the end little is accomplished and too

frequently the only "solution" is to raise taxes and
fees. There has to be a better way. There has to be a
way for Democrats,
Greens, Republicans, and
independents in the legislature to come together to
find the waste, inefficiency, and redundancy in the
state budget while protecting our most dependent
and vulnerable citizens.
Another factor hindering Maine’s economy is its
failing health insurance
program, Dirigo, which is
draining millions of dollars from the budget while providing assistance to a very small part of the population, most
of whom had health insurance before enrolling in Dirigo.
The original objective was to provide low-cost insurance to
those who were without such coverage. However, there
are as many uninsured in Maine today as when the program
was enacted five years ago. The objectives were excellent,
but Dirigo is not working and a better plan needs to be put
into place. True reform of health care and health insurance
will need to come at the national level. Until then, legislation like that proposed by Rep. Walker of Lincolnville last
year needs to be brought forth again for consideration. Mainers want lower premiums and lower deductibles. It is time
to give it to them.
Until just before the caucuses this spring I was an unenrolled voter. In registering as a Republican, my intent was
to vote in the caucus and then un-enroll after the mandated
90 days, but my husband suggested I could put my experience of 20-plus years as a community activist in Chicago to
good use in a run for the state House of Representatives so
I did not switch back to un-enrolled. Instead of just advocating for my immediate neighbors, I could advocate for all
Mainers and help write laws to make Maine a place where
our motto, "the way life should be," can have real meaning
for everyone.
My campaign motto is "Fiscally Conservative, Socially
Liberal, Independently Minded." What does this mean? At
its simplest "Fiscally Conservative" means one should not
spend money one does not have. Maine has a watchdog program, OPEGA, which needs to remain in place, fully funded, and bipartisan in composition, to monitor state finances
for redundancy, inefficiency, and waste. The state legislature has a duty to cut the budget where redundancy, inefficiency, and waste are found.
"Socially liberal" means I believe it is the duty of the State
of Maine to assure the fair and equitable treatment of all
its citizens regardless of race, creed, gender, sexual orientation, disability, or income. The State of Maine needs to provide for and protect its most vulnerable citizens to the best
of its ability. It is also the duty of the state and all Mainers
to preserve and protect the environment, the wildlife, and
the natural beauty of our great state.
"Independently Minded" means I will listen to all sides of
an issue, weigh the evidence, and only then make a decision.
I reserve the right to change my mind when new information
becomes available. And if I do change my mind, I will tell
you why. I will work with everyone necessary to bring to
fruition laws that benefit all the citizens of Maine.
My name is Helen Shaw and I am asking for your support and vote on November 4th. For more information, please
visit my website, www.ElectHelenShaw.com, e-mail me at
ElectHelenShaw@earthlink.net, or call me at 236-2468.
Thank you.
HOUSE DISTRICT 46 continues on page 13
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Legislature HOUSE DISTRICT 46 Camden and Rockport
Joan Welsh
Why I Want to Serve in the Maine
State Legislature —
I was sailing in Penobscot Bay on an Outward Bound course in August 1981. I had never been to Maine and rarely east of Colorado,
where I was then raising my family of three
children and serving as the executive director
of a small non-profit. After
the Outward Bound course,
I spent a few days exploring this midcoast area. It
was love at first sight. I
loved the people I met, the
gardens I viewed and the
beautiful light and lush
landscape. Little did I know
that I would return ten years
later to live, work and
remain here for the rest of
my life. In 1991, having
worked for Outward Bound
as an instructor and administrator for nine years in the
West, I became Hurricane
Island Outward Bound’s first (and only)
woman president/CEO. I served in that capacity throughout the 1990s. (Outward Bound
has now merged into a national organization,
and operates from St. George, Newry and
Greenville.)
After leaving Outward Bound at the end
of 2000, I was the Director of Academic and
Student Affairs for Rockport College (part of
Maine Photographic Workshops) for nearly
two years, then became the Deputy Director
for the Natural Resources Council of Maine
(NRCM), based in Augusta, where I learned
about Maine’s legislature and the legislative
process. I retired from NRCM in December.
During the past 17 years, I have been serving on several boards of directors throughout
the state: The Maine Development Foundation, the Maine Women’s Fund, Common
Good Ventures, Riley School, Center for Furniture Craftsmanship, the Knox County Fund
for the Maine Community Foundation, and
the Maine Media Workshops.
I attended Pomona College and the University of Colorado (B.A.). I have also attended courses and seminars at Harvard University Graduate School of Business
Administration, University of Colorado, University of Phoenix and two community colleges. I participated in the Denver Community Leadership Forum, Center for Creative
Leadership and Leadership Maine.
An ethic I learned from my mother and
grandmother, and one promoted by Outward
Bound, is service to one’s community. I am
extremely lucky to live here and enjoy the
benefits of our caring and involved community. Now that I am retired, it is time for me
to give back.
While working at NRCM, I saw the legislature at work. As the organization lobbied
on bills to reduce toxics in toys and materials
in our homes, promote wind power and reduce
global warming, I learned how important
bipartisan efforts are to further the needs of
the people and the state of Maine. I believe
that my years of leadership experience bringing people together to solve problems will
make me an effective legislator for the people of Camden and Rockport.
In my visits to the homes of voters in this
district, I’ve heard your worries and concerns.
The price of oil and gas, our dependency on

foreign oil, and our uncertain economy are at
the top of the list. Maine has a unique opportunity to become a leader in the alternative
energy industry promoting our resources of
wind, rivers, tides and sun for energy development. As your legislator I want to work to
assure that our state partners with the university, private entrepreneurs and businesses to
bring these job-producing industries to our
state. We must act quickly to
develop these industries.
Some Mainers will not be
able to live in this state without other, less expensive
sources of heat. Many Mainers will not be able to live in
this state without more job
opportunities. The renewable
energy industry can address
both of these needs.
At every door I visit, I ask
about the work people do.
Many own small businesses
and I have listened to the
concerns about Maine’s
small business climate. I have heard many different assessments about what is difficult, and
I have also heard some say that they are managing okay, given the national economy. I
have learned a lot from these conversations,
as I have from the Camden Downtown Business Group meetings. One business owner
told me that regulations are not the problem,
but the process of getting permits is arduous.
I want to work to find solutions to these problems.
Taxes, of course, are a concern. Last year’s
Legislature nearly passed a reduction of the
state income tax from 8% to 6.5% (it passed
in committee and the House, but failed in the
Senate). I want to work to pass such a bill in
the next Legislature. The tax issues in Maine
are difficult. We are a large state with a small
population. We must find ways to relieve the
tax burden on our year-round residents and
businesses.
Over the past 30 years as the executive of
several organizations, with budgets of
$100,000 to $15 million, I know that you can
only spend what you bring in. Our federal
government is deeply in debt, leaving my
three children and six grandchildren with a
heavy burden. Our state cannot do the same.
We must find ways to spend only what we
have in revenues. At Outward Bound, we cut
$1 million from our budget when I first
arrived. We cut positions, consolidated operations and looked for cost-effective initiatives.
We also looked for additional sources of
income. So must the state look at multiple
ways to cut spending, increase select revenues,
and identify creative incentives that bring new
businesses and industries to Maine. There is
no one answer to solving our state’s challenges, but I want to work to cut taxes by
reducing spending and finding a variety of
ways to increase revenues.
I am eager to bring my 30 years of leadership and management experience to the state
Legislature, along with my commitment of
service, ethic of hard work and love for the
well-being of my community.
Endorsements:
Maine League of Conservation Voters,
Maine Education Association,
Maine Nurses Association, Sierra Club,
Maine People’s Alliance.
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Rockland & part of Owls Head

Steven M.Dyer, R, Rockland
Edward J. Mazurek, D, Rockland
Steven M. Dyer
If there is one thing that I have learned
from this experience, it is that Winston
Churchill’s statement that, “Those who fail
to learn from history are doomed to repeat
it” has never been more appropriate.
It seems like only a few days ago when I
announced my candidacy to be the Representative to the Legislature in House District 47
covering Rockland and portions of Owls Head.
In actuality, it has been eight months. During
that time, I have gotten to know some people
I never knew before and reacquainted myself
with some people I hadn’t seen in 20 years.
The experience has reminded me of everything
that I love about the midcoast of Maine!
I have been going door-to-door on a daily basis meeting as many people as I can
face-to-face. It has been very enlightening
talking to people about what is important to
them during this time of uncertainty in our
state and our country. Voters in this area are
very perceptive and they know
the good, the bad and the ugly
in our state. People recognize
the issues that face our country are separate from those that
face our state. Although they
seem to follow a common
theme: WE NEED CHANGE!
I couldn’t agree more!
When I returned to Maine
back in 2006, it was not my
intention to run for public
office. I came back to work
with the youth ministry at Littlefield Memorial Baptist Church. That has
been a very rewarding experience. But as I
began to talk with the students about the
plans for their future, I started to hear a recurring theme: most of them saw no future for
themselves in Maine. That unscientific poll
doesn’t bode well for the future of the State
of Maine. We need change here in
Maine…which means that we need the
RIGHT CHANGE in Augusta!
Our legislature has led us down this current path for the past 30+ years. Our representatives have made decisions that have put
us in a very precarious position. My undergraduate degree is in Economics & Finance
and I have spent time working in all levels
of government from local municipalities to
the White House. So please indulge me just
a minute while I run through some statistics
from The Maine Heritage Policy Center in
Portland, a research and educational organization whose mission is to formulate and
promote conservative public policies based
on the principles of free enterprise; limited,
constitutional government; individual freedom; and traditional American values:
• We are last in our % of population under 18
years old
• We have the 4th highest tax burden in the
country
• We have the 3rd highest property tax burden in the country
• We have the 6th highest auto excise tax in
the country

• We have the most people under 65 on
Medicaid
This combination of high taxes and low
productivity are a recipe for disaster for
Maine!
So what do we need to do in the 124th
Legislature?
1) Reduce the overall taxes on Maine residents —the 123rd Legislature and my opponent voted to raise your taxes by $75,000,000
without a public hearing under the cover of
darkness on the last day of the session. We
need to prioritize our services in light of the
current fiscal difficulties and increasing exodus of private-sector jobs.
2) Bringing down the cost of health insurance — I will address the mandates on insurance companies which have eliminated competition in the state. I will also seek to allow
Maine citizens to buy lower-cost health insurance from companies in other states. Greater
competition will reduce premiums for Maine people.
3) Attract new business to
our state — the current business environment in this state
has created a situation where
businesses looking to relocate
immediately rule us out as a
possible destination. I will
work with public and private
economic development officials to attract private businesses to our state. By lowering taxes, and reducing health
insurance costs, we will be
much more attractive. We have many issues
to address, but with strong leadership, we can
overcome the perception that Maine is
unfriendly to business which, in turn, will
create opportunities so our children won’t
need to look elsewhere for good-paying jobs!
We need a legislator who understands the
struggles of employing Maine workers; being
responsible for the livelihoods of employees
and their families; and for paying health
insurance bills that would cost less than half
if purchased in New Hampshire.
The Maine Economic Research Institute
(MERI) is a nonpartisan, independent organization formed to conduct research, analysis,
and reporting on economic issues. After each
session of the Maine Legislature, they rate
the representatives based on their votes. My
opponent received a 29% rating out of 100
in his first term and a 28% rating in his second term. I think we can do better than that!
I recently saw a statistic that said 75% of
Maine people were unhappy with the State
Legislature, but 65% said that they would
vote to reelect their representative. That doesn’t make any sense and I can only hope that
the residents of Rockland and Owls Head
will hold those responsible for the current
state of the State accountable!
We need the RIGHT CHANGE in Maine
to prove that we will not repeat history!
I would be honored to serve you in Augusta. Thank you for your support on November 4th.

HOUSE DISTRICT 47 CONTINUES ON PAGE 14

TOWNS IN HOUSE VOTING DISTRICTS FOR KNOX, LINCOLN & WALDO COUNTIES
HOUSE DISTRICT 36: Isle au Haut, North Haven, Vinalhaven HOUSE DISTRICT 41: Frankfort, Prospect, Searsport, Stockton Springs HOUSE DISTRICT 42: Brooks, Jackson,
Monroe, Swanville, Waldo, Winterport HOUSE DISTRICT 43: Belfast, Belmont, Northport HOUSE DISTRICT 44: Appleton, Hope, Islesboro, Liberty, Lincolnville, Morrill, Searsmont
HOUSE DISTRICT 45: Burnham, Freedom, Knox, Montville, Palermo, Thorndike, Troy, Unity
HOUSE DISTRICT 46: Camden, Rockport HOUSE DISTRICT 47: part of Owls Head, Rockland HOUSE DISTRICT 48: Matinicus Isle Plt., part of Owls Head, St. George,
South Thomaston, Thomaston HOUSE DISTRICT 49: Cushing, Friendship, Union, Warren HOUSE DISTRICT 50: Bremen, part of Jefferson, Nobleboro, Waldoboro
HOUSE DISTRICT 51: Bristol, Damariscotta, Edgecomb, Monhegan Plt., Newcastle, South Bristol DISTRICT 52: Washington, part of Jefferson, Somerville, Whitefield
DISTRICT 53: Alna, Dresden, Wiscasset HOUSE DISTRICT 61: Boothbay, Boothbay Harbor, Southport, Westport Isl.
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HOUSE DISTRICT 48 St. George,Thomaston, South Thomaston, Matinicus, Criehaven, and part of Owls Head

HOUSE DISTRICT 47 Rockland & part of Owls Head

Steven M.Dyer, R, Rockland
Edward J. Mazurek, D, Rockland
Edward J. Mazurek
Background: Edward Mazurek of Rockland is serving
his second term in the Legislature. He is a member of the
Transportation Committee and Marine Resources Committee. A retired teacher and
coach, Rep. Mazurek is a graduate of Xavier University with
a BSBA degree and earned a
MA from Fairfield University.
He is a former member of the
Rockland City Council and
served as Mayor in 2003 and
2004. Currently, Rep. Mazurek
serves on the steering and site
committee for “Many Flags
One Campus,” and is a legislative liaison for the Lobster
Management Policy Council,
Zone D. He also serves on the Coast Guard Committee for
the City of Rockland, the Advisory Board of Penquis, Board
of Directors Maine Lighthouse Museum, and Knox County
Home Energy Committee. He and his wife Maryellen have
five children and four grandchildren.
It is an honor to be your State Representative in the Maine
House over the last four years. The job is busy and challenging and I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting many of you and
carrying your thoughts and concerns to Augusta.
In my work at the State House, I serve on the Legislature’s
Transportation Committee and the Marine Resources Committee. It has been my committee work that I have found most
rewarding. As a member of the Transportation Committee, I
am focused on ensuring Maine’s roads and bridges are safe and
strong to carry Maine goods and move our economy forward.
I will continue to work for smart economic investment in
Maine’s roads, and the good paying jobs that go along with it.
Specifically, I helped the truckers and fishermen with road
posting issues, worked to get repairs and better guardrails on
Old County Road, and worked to secure funding to develop and
extend transit systems like rail transportation in the midcoast.
I asked to be on the Marine Resources Committee for my
second term because I felt Knox County was under-represented in state fishery issues. Our lobster landings continually top
the charts, and it is important to have a voice on the policy
issues that affect this valuable resource.
Overall, I am a strong supporter of our natural heritage
industries. One of the causes I most proudly support is the
Working Waterfront Pilot Program. Overwhelmingly approved
by the Legislature and the people of Maine, commercial fishing access is vital to Maine’s economy and heritage. With a
coastline of over 3,000 miles, Maine has only 23 to 25 miles
of working waterfront left. These remaining working waterfront parcels are being rapidly bought up and developed for
non-working waterfront purposes, often excluding those who
make their livelihood from the sea.
Our working waterfront is an irreplaceable part of Maine’s
history and tradition. For hundreds of years, Mainers have
worked the sea, and we must protect this part of Maine’s character for future generations.
Beyond my committee work I have fought to bring comprehensive tax reform to Maine. I supported a bipartisan plan
to drop the income tax rate, provide new property tax relief
all while balancing a severely volatile and outdated tax base
— without touching health care, education or economy-building initiatives. Unfortunately, this plan was defeated by the
narrowest of margins and I will continue this fight.
I will also persist in the quest for affordable health care
for all Maine people. It is crucial to our economy to ensure
our health and well-being so that we may be as productive
as possible.
With winter fast approaching, many Maine people are
focusing on what the season’s cold winds will bring. I recently held a forum to gather state and local officials to work
together on ideas and solutions to help Maine people keep
their homes warm this winter. I was pleased with the turnout
and the work has continued since then. We are all concerned
with the high cost of energy and fuel and what to do about it
both in the long- and short-term.
Over the past four years, I have heard from many of you
on issues across the spectrum and I have worked hard to represent those concerns in Augusta. I continue to keep issues
such as health care, taxes and education funding at the front
of my agenda. I am always pleased to hear from you.
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Charles B. Kruger, D,Thomaston
Robert L. Carlson Jr., R, Owls Head
Charles B. Kruger
Many thanks to The Free Press for giving the voters a
peek into the heads of so many candidates for public office.

Why am I running for State Representative?
For more than 20 years now, I’ve built a successful business from scratch. Anyone who has done this knows that it’s
not anything like a 40-hour-per-week job. You have to live
it. When the two-decade mark passed, I knew I needed to
make some major changes to keep myself engaged. And one
thing I had been thinking a lot about was doing more in the
way of public service. When the current House seat opened
up, I decided I should run.

Why should people in my district vote for me?
I’m an educated, moderate, reasonably intelligent person
who wants to serve for good reasons. I will listen carefully
and I will represent the district to the best of my ability. I
will not put a party’s or any lobbyist’s agenda ahead of what
I believe to be the best interests of my district.

What about some of the key issues?
Economy & taxes are on everyone’s mind for good reason. Our national economy is a mess as a result of bad practices in the finance industry and also of many people going
beyond their means into debt. We are so far along that there
will be a lot of pain and suffering before it feels like a “correction.” At the state level, very serious cuts must be made
to ensure a balanced budget.
It seems to me that we are drowning in empty partisan
rhetoric about taxes. Both parties are taxers and both parties
are spenders. We may disagree on priorities, but we truly
need to get past destructive politics and get to work on solu-

tions for Maine and America.
The tax burden on
Maine people is simply too
high. The Legislature and
the Governor must work
together to make government more efficient.
There is much that the
state can do to help us with
our energy challenges. I
believe strongly in the
promise of alternative
energy and the benefits it
brings to the environment
and the economy. I will
work to increase incentives
and simplify access to
smart solutions.
Education is the very
best kind of economic development work that we can do.
The idea of school consolidation at the administrative level makes a lot of sense, except when it means bigger classes, fewer teachers, or more bus time for students. My biggest
problem with the current law is that it tends to pit one town
against another and creates winners and losers among towns
in the same district. If elected, I will work to ensure fairness
in new legislation.
Lobstering and our other fisheries are of huge importance
to our local economy. If elected I will work to promote our
interests at the state level.
For more information or to discuss the election or the
Legislature, please contact me at 354-8928 or cbkruger@verizon.net. I hope you’ll consider casting your ballot for Chuck
Kruger on November 4th.

NOTE: Robert Carlson, Jr. of Owls Head is the Republican candidate running against Chuck Kruger on the
Nov. ballot. We were unsuccessful in our attempts to reach Robert Carlson and so there is no article about his
candidacy in this special election section.

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 49

Cushing, Friendship, Union and Warren

Robert Baker, D, Cushing
Wesley E. Richardson, R,Warren
Wesley E. Richardson
My name is Wes Richardson and I am currently serving my
second term as the State Representative for District 49. I am
currently the Ranking Minority Member of the Insurance
and Financial Services Committee, and am also a member of
the Marine Resources Committee.
I have lived in Warren, Maine for 27 years where my two
adult sons grew up and attended school. Before moving to
Warren, I had been a part-time resident of Maine since 1961,
traveling north at every opportunity to partake in the sports
and beauty that each season in Maine offers. A graduate of
Northeastern University, I am the former President of The Waldoboro Bank, FSB, and have served on the Knox County Budget Committee, MSAD 40 school board and am the former
Treasurer and Board Member of the Tanglewood 4-H Camp.
My service in the legislature has afforded me the wonderful opportunity to meet and hear from many people who reside
in my district. I consider my constituents to be a top priority
when it comes to my service in Augusta. I enjoy speaking to
the many people who contact me. Their reasons and needs for
calling vary, sometimes it is a simple case of referring a person the correct agency or department for assistance with an
issue. Other phone calls and e-mails from voters have necessitated more involvement on my part. Many times a constituent’s request has been the catalyst for the bills that I have
submitted in hopes of improving the quality of somebody’s
life. Whatever the reason, I am always willing to work for my
constituents to find an answer to a question or to help work out
an issue.
My role as a member of the Insurance and Financial Services Committee has helped me to gain insight on the issues
that our state has had to face. Also, campaigning this year
has allowed me the opportunity to speak to many people and
hear their rising concerns about health insurance. The rising
costs of deductibles and healthcare has concerned many voters. These concerns have increased my awareness of the ongo-

ing need for the state to
instill a competitive market
for health insurance in
Maine. This will make
health insurance more
affordable for the people of
Maine. I feel very strongly
that this is necessary and I
would like to be involved to
make this happen.
Regarding the Dirigo
Health Program, it is not
working. The current plan
falls far short of the initial
goals for enrollment, while
exceeding the intended
costs greatly. My goal
would be to revise this plan to make it work. Dirigo needs to
be more affordable for more people. The Administration
needs to come up with a funding formula that would be fair
to both current members and also any potential new members of the program.
I have major concerns about the current economy of Maine.
It is my opinion that in this state, we need to see business
growth that creates a competitive market to add jobs at a greater
rate of pay. This will allow our youth the opportunity to stay
and work in the state of Maine after graduation.
I feel that we also need an Education system in place that
allows economic development. To have the high schools and
colleges work together with businesses to create an atmosphere that encourages our young people to put their educations
to work in Maine.
As an avid outdoorsman, I love the beauty of Maine. I would
like to continue to work to maintain that beauty and clean environment, while also helping to create the necessary changes
to utilize our vast natural resources for energy.
I have enjoyed my two terms in Augusta. It has been an
educational and eye-opening experience for me. I would appreciate the honor of continuing to represent the people of my district and hope that I have the opportunity to do so.

THE FREE PRESS Candidates Guide

2008
Election

Thursday, October 16, 2008

Federal, State & County Candidates
for Knox, Lincoln & Waldo Counties

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 49

Cushing, Friendship, Union and Warren

Robert Baker, D, Cushing
Wesley E. Richardson, R,Warren
Robert Baker
Why Run? Why Me? When asked if I would be interested in running as a candidate for a seat in the Maine House
of Representatives, I said, “Probably not.” Then I added, to
be open-minded as I tell my students to be, “But I’m willing to hear what you have to say.” Certain members of the
House, like Hannah Pingree, and a few hard working interested citizens had a lot to say and I listened. It was clear
they were good, competent people, intent on doing good
things; and they were persuasive. But I didn’t say No or
Yes. Yet. The most important step was next: talk it over
with Milly, my wife of over 35 years.
I retired a number of years ago from a challenging, wonderful career in teaching. I was enjoying teaching part-time
for University Colleges in Bath and Rockland. This left me
sufficient time to develop my woodworking skills, make a
few pieces of period furniture, strengthen my skills in billiards, and spend time with my friends. My 8-ball team even
won a trip to Vegas for the national competition. So this
invitation to enter the political arena came to me when I was
feeling very much content, busy, happy, and fulfilled.
The upshot of my conversations was I don’t need to do
this but I want to do this. Although I had not run for public office before this, I could see the many personal benefits,
such as learning the inside workings of state government
and meeting the people of the district I live in and hope to
serve. I’d be a better person for the experience (so far that
has been the case, even beyond my expectations). Being
old enough to realize I can’t save the world, can’t solve
our health care problems, energy dilemma, and war entrapments, I still like to believe that I can make a difference,
albeit a small one that will help some people in our State
who need help and to contribute to people-centered governing in Augusta. But why me, you rightly ask.
Why me? Three main reasons come to mind: I care, I
have common sense, and I’m an independent thinker.
Consider voting for me because I care about our children.
I recently learned from my son, Adam, that I’m going to be
a grandfather in ’09. Of course I’m elated; but also I’m dismayed, discouraged, and a bit shameful about the legacy
we’re leaving my grandchild. An economic crisis of major
proportions, a badly damaged environment, and an unprecedented energy problem, all born of greed and lust for power, crises that will hurt millions for years to come. This is
hardly the legacy any parent would want to leave for the children. This all means that education and the environment are

high on my list of concerns.
As I’ve gone from door to
door of your homes, meeting
many of you, my incentive to
win the House seat has
increased exponentially. I
heard the small restaurant
owner lament the high cost of
employee tax and fees that
almost cripple her business.
I heard the young lobsterman,
without self-pity, complain
about capital gains on the sale
of his boat even though the
money was going right back into his business. I heard the
laborer and his adult son spew expletives about the fat cats
in national and state government who could care less about
the Maine worker. I want to help change that.
People are hurting and the hurting, it seems, is only
increasing.
We must do something about it.
Consider voting for me because I’m a common sense person. The common sense, or wisdom, doesn’t come just from
my college education but also from my extensive experience as a teacher and citizen action organizer. What commons sense tells me is that I cannot do anything significant
about these issues by myself, that I do not have all the
answers by myself. I can provide leadership for people to
work together to address the problems that plague us; and
all of us, national, state, and local leaders need to collaborate and cooperate across party lines to begin to put the
brakes on the madness that greed has poisoned our society
with, giving us burdensome taxes, primitive energy, and
an unwarranted, unwanted war.
Consider voting for me because I’m an independent
thinker. I’ve taught philosophy for over 35 years. I’ve
tried to conduct my teaching and my personal life by the
principle first presented by the ancient philosopher
Socrates: The unexamined life is not worth living. In positive terms, he might have said, Live life thoughtfully.
To do otherwise is to conform and accept even stressful,
hurtful conditions, such as the present economic crisis. The
times call for all of us to think for ourselves, make up our
own minds, and not be misled by popular media or anyone
else. I am on the Democratic ticket but I am, first, an independent thinker.
As a Nation and a State we need to move forward. I think
I have the experience and qualities to help Maine do that.
I am grateful for your consideration and would be honored
to serve you in the House of Representatives with integrity, dignity, and wisdom.

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 50

Wendy Pieh, D, Bremen
Henry Beston Simmons, R, Nobleboro
Wendy Pieh
If anyone had asked me as a youth if I would ever consider running for politics I would have told them, “No way.” Yet
here I am, running for a fourth term as a state representative. In my first term, in 1996, I learned that politics is about
a lot more than making speeches, knocking on doors, and taking positions on issues. It is about helping Maine citizens have
better lives and about working together in Augusta to make
state policies that have a positive impact.
In my first term I was a member of a group of representatives that called itself the House Cleaners. We went through
the law books, looking for laws that were outdated, unenforced and obsolete. No surprise, there were many of them,
and we set out to repeal these laws. The law that I was chosen to repeal was the law that required all shopping carts to
be registered with the state of Maine. No shopping cart had
ever been registered, no one could figure out why such a law
had ever been passed, or what the benefit of such a law might
be. Another lesson for me: always ask if we really need a new
law before voting on it.
Folks such as fishermen, farmers and foresters find that
they have little voice in Augusta, and I have focused much of
my energies on working in these areas. I have served as the
House Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture,
Conservation, and Forestry for two terms, and hope to continue in that position if I am re-elected. I like to champion the
causes of people who work outside, who are dependent on
the weather and tide, and who really need us to support them

Bremen, Nobleboro,Waldoboro, and part of Jefferson
as they often struggle to make
a living. The natural resources
sector is the primary income
generator in our state; we
need to protect these industries and not take them for
granted.
To this end, I am the cochair of the Natural Resource
Agency Task Force. We are
charged with looking at how
the natural resource agencies
within the State of Maine can
become more efficient and do
a better job of serving Maine
people. This task force,
appointed by the governor, is unique in that it is made up
almost entirely of members of the public who represent/work
in the natural resource sector. In order to work toward having a broad representation, we have 40 members on the task
force, and have been working together to come up with some
collective ideas that are driven by the client, not by the administration or by the Legislature. Communication has been open
and at times intense, yet through listening to one another we
have found many common issues and similar solutions. We
will issue a report with recommendations to the governor, and
legislation to enact our ideas will be offered to the Legislature in the next session.
I believe that by working together we can come to the best
solutions to problems and concerns, and I have brought that
ethic with me to Augusta. It doesn’t matter to me who is a
member of which party, I just want to find common ground
and to build on it. In the agriculture, conservation, and forestry
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PIEH, District 50, continued from below
committee in the 123rd Legislature we worked together in
such a way that we brought only one issue to the Legislature as a whole that needed to be debated in order to find resolution. That may be a record.
The issues facing Maine today are very difficult. We are
a large northern state with a small population, so we are expensive to maintain. We all want good roads, excellent education
for our children, affordable health care, proficient law enforcement, assurance that the food we eat is healthy and safe, other consumer protections, and to know that help will be there
when we need it. However, we can’t afford a high tax base to
ensure these services. So, we have to get innovative and creative in finding solutions. And I think that Maine citizens have
ideas that will work to bring solutions, and that we legislators need to listen up.
Just in case you wondered, I am from away. I was born
in Ohio, brought up in Alabama, and moved to Canada. I lived
there for 13 years before heading off to Africa to run an Outward Bound School. On the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro I
met my future husband, Dr. Peter Goth, and he brought me
to Maine. I took the long way around, but I got here as soon
as I could.
Peter and I run Springtide Farm in Bremen, 250 acres of
rocky pasture and mixed forest woodland. We raise Cashmere
goats, selling breeding stock, Cashmere products and goat
meat. In addition, Springtide is the home of the Critical Care
Training Institute where Peter works with medical field and
emergency room providers dealing with such issues as difficult airways and trauma.
Why vote for me? (This is the moment for shameless selfpromotion.) In an age when politicians are vilified almost as
much as lawyers, you need more folks like me, who will work
hard on your behalf, don’t give up, and who, amazingly, love
the job.

Henry Beston Simmons
HOUSE DISTRICT 50
Hello, my name is Henry
B. Simmons. I’ve lived in
Nobleboro my entire life. I
graduated from Lincoln
Academy, Newcastle, in
1983. There isn’t much to say
about me personally, I never
married or had kids. I’ve kept
a fairly low profile and stayed
out of trouble. I’ve worn
many “hats” over the years,
working at various times as a
potter, local truck driver for
lumber yards, carpenter, and
as an interstate tractor-trailer driver. My passion, if I may
call it that, is for general woodworking. Working with hard
or soft woods, repairing, restoring, or refinishing furniture,
and making crafts — it’s all good.
What would possess me to leave this quiet Maine life and
get all political?
Simply put, I have been moved, and upset, by the perpetual budgetary mess we see coming from Augusta. I’ve
noticed a pattern of the way this state operates. They raise
taxes “because the economy is good and everyone can afford
it” or they raise taxes “because the economy is bad and we
need to keep those programs funded.” See the pattern?
I decided to run for the state legislature this year, and lost
the Republican primary to Art Tainter of Waldoboro. However, due to medical reasons, Art had to step out of the general election, and I was tapped to take over for him.
The reasons I had to get political this year are just as valid
now as they were six months ago.
I’m tired of seeing the insanity that has infested Washington, D.C. work its way into Augusta. The state budget
increases, but they call it a cut!
Last year they increased spending by $468 million. The revenues did not come in as anticipated, so earlier this year they
were forced to reduce those spending increases by $190 million. Immediately afterward they voted to approve $210 million in bonds (borrowed money). Just add that to Maine’s $5.5
BILLION debt load. That’s fiscal insanity and malpractice.
Does anyone realize the state retirement system is underfunded by $2 billion? That’s a huge liability which continues to grow. We need to stop robbing from this system to
pay current expenses.
School consolidation was sold to us as a way to cut costs.
It only shifts costs away from the state, actual savings to the
taxpayer: $0. Truth be told, the process of consolidation may
cost more, and we have less local control. I would argue for
a public school voucher system, let the money follow the
student.
The Dirigo Health Program has been called a noble experiment. It was supposed to provide affordable coverage to
every Maine resident who lacks health insurance — roughHenry B. Simmons continued on page 16
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HENRY B. SIMMONS, HOUSE DISTRICT 50 continued from page 15
ly 130,000 people. Instead, Dirigo has only
11,000 members, and most of them had health
coverage before Dirigo began. We have spent
over $100 million to keep this program going.
I thought it was to be self financing by now. Legislators assured us that no taxes would be needed to sustain it, and there would be no adverse
impact on the state’s finances. They were wrong
on both counts. They passed new taxes on beverages and health care services, without public

hearings or input. It was recently revealed that
the state controller has quietly taken $20 million
from Maine’s cash account to prop up Dirigo for
a while longer. The Dirigo bureaucrats need this
new beverage tax. Their outrageous, six-figure
salaries depend on it.
In a nut shell, state government is the
source of our problems in regards to individual health insurance coverage. The sooner
they get out of the way of free market reforms,

the better it will be for all of us.
Many subtle jabs have been made, that I’m
new and unknown. But honestly, how well do
you know my opponent? Briefly, she didn’t
just vote for school consolidation, she worked
the deals and amendments to make it happen.
She voted for the higher beverage and health
care service taxes. She has been a prolific law
and amendment writer, going so far as to
define milk. The Independent Maine Economic Research Institute gave her a grade of 25.5
percent on economic and employment issues.

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 51

Bristol, Damariscotta, Edgecomb, Monhegan Plantation, Newcastle and South Bristol

Peter W. Drum
New Leadership for Maine
First, thank you for taking
the time to read this statement
and for being an engaged voter. Please feel free to visit
www.peterdrum2008.com for
further positions, information,
news stories relating to the
campaign, and to contact me
via e-mail.
I am the son of two local
small business owners and a small business
owner myself. I understand small business
issues. I grew up in Newcastle and Damariscotta and graduated from Great Salt Bay School
and Lincoln Academy. I have deep roots here
and I care about this community.
I attended Connecticut College, where I
graduated from the International Studies
Honors Program. After graduation, I moved
to Washington, D.C., where I worked for a
major international law firm for two years.
I next worked for the office of the Democratic Leader Dick Gephardt primarily on environmental issues. In the summer of 2000, I
became Al Gore’s Maine Political Director
for the 2000 election.
After the 2000 election, I decided to attend
law school. I was fortunate to be accepted to
the prestigious University of Pennsylvania Law
School. While in law school, I clerked with the
United States Attorney’s Office in Portland and
worked on prosecuting drug-related crimes and
domestic violence prevention.
Unlike most of my friends from law
school, who joined high-priced firms in New
York, Philadelphia, and D.C., I chose to
return to midcoast Maine. I had great opportunities elsewhere but my wife and I wanted
to be near our families and in this great community. I have never regretted it.
This year, I decided that it was time for
me to get involved and run for public office.
We need positive change, and I will bring
that change to Augusta.
We live in a challenging time. The national economy is in a tailspin. Taxpayers have
just funded an $800 billion bailout. Petroleum prices are very high despite a recent
decrease in the price of fuel. The high price
of oil drives up all other goods including food
because our economy is so dependent on these
fuels. Simply put, Maine’s economy is struggling. Families and individuals in Lincoln
County will be forced, this winter, to decide
between paying for heat and food and paying
their mortgage and could find themselves one
medical or heating bill away from bankruptcy. Small business people, especially our fishermen and lobstermen, are finding it nearly
impossible to make money in their businesses. Wage workers are losing their jobs and
there are few jobs to replace them. The people who can least afford it, working families,
are facing drastically higher living costs with
dwindling employment opportunities.
I want to fix these problems and that is why
I am running for State Representative. The
time for talk is over. We need to meet these
challenges head on and we need to do it now.
We need to fundamentally change how we
attract new and better jobs to Maine. We can
do this by creating the right incentives. I want
to bring “green collar jobs” to Maine by mak-

ing our state a center of green
innovation and renewable
energy. This sector of the
economy is projected to be
one of the hottest areas of economic growth in the coming
century. We can harness
Maine’s natural resources to
supply Maine and the Northeast with clean electricity and
create new high paying jobs
for our working families at the
same time. Maine can help fix
our national energy crisis and profit from our
service to the nation!
We need to transform Maine’s economy
from one based on scarce fossil fuel to an
economy based on plentiful renewable energy. We need to encourage local agriculture
so that we are not getting food from halfway
across the country. We must ensure that
Mainers can afford to insulate their homes
and switch from oil to other types of heat. I
will work toward all of these policy goals
including introducing the “Maine Plan for
Winterization,” which will offer low-interest loans and grants for energy audits, insulation and weatherization, and non-petroleum heating systems.
We also must work to ensure that our traditional industries are strong. One thing that
I want to work on immediately is to develop
a plan to establish a seafood processing plant
here in midcoast Maine. Such a facility will
provide needed jobs, but more importantly,
it will mean that Maine fishermen will no
longer have to ship their product to Canada
for processing. We can process ‘Maine Lobster’ here in Maine instead of making it a
‘Product of Canada’. We also need to develop a plan with the fishing industry groups to
market our lobster, shrimp, and fish nationally and internationally. These are great products and we need to make that known!
With people stretched so thin, one medical bill can financially ruin a family. But
health insurance is also very expensive in this
state. We need to work to ensure that we
make health insurance affordable and accessible for all Mainers by spreading the risk
more broadly. The more people who have
health insurance, the cheaper it becomes.
We need to reform our tax code to make
it more fair. Income and property taxes in this
state can and must be reduced. We can lower these taxes as other states have done by
changing how we generate revenue.
These are not small challenges that we face,
but they are challenges that we now must face.
The economic crisis that now looms is a disaster that we will be dealing with until we
transform our economy. We must act now
because failure to do so will lead to even
greater economic strains in the future.
We can begin to fix these problems now.
We can reduce income taxes. We can work
to make health care affordable to every family in Maine. We can work to ensure that
Mainers can afford to stay in their homes
even with rising fossil fuel prices. This is a
challenging time in Maine, but it is also an
incredible opportunity if we make the right
choices now. In Augusta, I will offer new
leadership to make sure that we make the
right decisions today to secure a brighter
future for Maine!
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I am for local school control, have signed
the no new tax pledge, and will work hard to
redefine what a state representative does while
in session. For perspective, our former state
representative, David Trahan, got a M.E.R.I.
grade of 85 percent!
I am serving currently as Selectman in
Nobleboro, have worked to get the Recycling
Committee meeting again, got involved with
the fish ladder restoration project, and the Historical Society. My e-mail address is: henry4dist50@tidewater.net.

Peter W. Drum, D, Damariscotta
Jonathan B. McKane, R, Newcastle

Jonathan B.
McKane
The decision to run for reelection was not an easy one.
The problems that face the people of Maine are daunting and
have developed over the past
three decades under the reign of
the current majority party.
However, it is because I believe
that a new direction for Maine
is both needed and possible that
I decided to seek re-election and
continue serving as State Representative for
District 51.
Here are some of the ways I hope to do it
and what I hope to accomplish:
I will continue to use common sense and
stand up for the working families, small and
micro businesses and the average Mainer, not
for the powerful special interests. I will continue to confront the status quo. The same people have been controlling this state for over 30
years and they are quite comfortable. This has
to change.
I have investigated and exposed through
dozens of op-eds the problems and improprieties with our tax system, our budget, LD1,
Dirigo and Maine’s health insurance industry.
I will continue to keep constituents informed
about state issues explaining all sides and giving more detail and a different point of view
than what might be in the newspaper or on TV
as well as any new programs that they could
benefit from.
Constituent work is a big part of being a
representative and one of the most rewarding.
I have worked directly for constituents on a
variety of issues concerning the MDOT, the
DHHS, L.U.R.C., The Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, the department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the DEP
and others and responded to hundreds of constituent questions, concerns, issues and requests
via telephone, e-mail, letters and meetings. I
look forward to continuing to work directly
with constituents in whatever areas need my
assistance.
Economy: I will continue to adhere to sound
fiscal principles and work against increased
and wasteful government spending, new and
higher taxes and fees and irresponsible borrowing. Maine state government has added $2
billion in new taxes and fees since 2002. This
current biennial budget increased spending
over $400 million. There has to be an end to
this spending spree.
Maine consistently ranks one of the least
friendly states to business. It doesn’t have to
be. Our high tax rate is one reason and is stifling creativity and entrepreneurship. Lowering income taxes has consistently shown that
it boosts economies and ultimately increases
tax revenues.
We spend millions on “economic development” programs that benefit only certain
businesses in certain sectors. All businesses
need relief from our governmental burden —
not just the business area and class du jour.
We must make our roads and bridges a priority — not an afterthought. What could be a
better economic development program than
the best and safest roads and bridges in New
England?
Health Care: We must address Maine’s high

cost of health insurance. Individuals in Maine and small
businesses pay the second
highest premiums in the country. When our low income is
figured in, we pay more of our
income than people in any other state. Again, it doesn’t need
to be this way. We need to
change our guaranteed issue
law and establish a “chronic
care pool,” widen our community rating bands and bring
competition into this state. Our
auto and home owners insurance industries are
healthy here in Maine. Our health insurance
industry can be, too.
I will oppose the hospital “tax and match”
scheme that seeks greater federal reimbursement by taxing hospitals and claiming it as a
Medicaid expense.
Our Medicaid has gotten out of control. We
have the highest percentage of citizens on Medicaid in the country. This puts a burden on our
health care infrastructure and leads to cost shifting to all others paying for health care.
Additionally we spend almost double the
national average of $4,200 per Medicaid
enrollee per year and are now up to $8,000 per
enrollee per year here in Maine. Part of the reason is poor case management, but also we have
expanded the program far beyond original
intent. Bringing us near the national average
would save hundreds of millions each year.
Taxes: Property taxes in Maine, especially
along the coast, are extremely high. Our antiquated system of taxing property coupled with
state funding shifts away from municipalities
exacerbate this problem. The promise of LD1
was never fulfilled. The state must keep the
promise of funding 55% of the cost of education and 100% of the cost of special education.
Maine’s “Circuit breaker” program could
be made better. As it stands, only around 50%
of those eligible for a refund apply for such.
This can easily be changed. Maine should also
consider property tax caps.
Maine’s income tax is also high — 8.5%
and it reaches the highest rate at a low $19,000
per year income. People making that level of
income should not pay income tax. Our top
rate should be cut for all Mainers. Maine people need this money more than our state government does.

Environment/quality of life/
outdoor heritage:
Maine’s quality of place, our pristine environment and our outdoor heritage need to be protected. The woods, fields, rivers, lakes and
seashore of Maine are not just for us, they are
for our children and their children. We must
ensure that Maine’s natural environment
remains clean, healthy and accessible for all
future generations.
We can find Maine’s new direction by looking at the historical values of our great state.
We need to remember the practicality, ingenuity and entrepreneurship of Maine people.
Our trust belongs in them, not in an even bigger, more expensive and more powerful state
government. Our state government tries to be
all things to all people and, in the process, fails
at some of its basic functions. What it will take
to change this current direction will be an insistence on common sense, sound fiscal principles, an open ear and open mind.
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HOUSE DISTRICT 52

Somerville,Whitefield, Hibberts Gore, part of Jefferson, in Lincoln County; Washington in Knox County; Chelsea in Kennebec County

John Paul
Stewart
I want to begin by thanking The Free Press for the
opportunity to talk to the people of District 52; the towns
of Washington, Somerville,
Jefferson, Whitefield, Chelsea
and Hibberts Gore.
I am finding that as I go
through this process of trying
to win my election, the
process of knocking on doors
through out my district, just
how much I’m enjoying meeting all of you, seeing your homes
and even meeting your pets. In talking with you, there seems
to be a commonality of feelings about our government; anger,
frustration, apathy and even futility. Our government is broken. The common theme is that the government is not serving us the way it ought to. This is why I decided to run. Lately I’ve been watching our federal government spend our
money to pay for the mistakes of a few elected officials and
the greed and corruption of others; another example of government gone awry. One line I hear often at the doorstep is
that I am one person and how I can’t do anything. One person though, is one voice that can represent many. I realize it
takes many of us to be involved for the system to work properly. We cannot abdicate our responsibility. We have to
become more involved. What I have found hopeful are the
many phone calls from you, offering support and the folks
I’ve met that have thanked me for running. I want to thank
you, for staying hopeful, for giving me an opportunity to represent you and for supporting me as your candidate; from yes,
that simple phone call, to putting up signs and handing out
my palm cards, to driving me around into another part of
my district in order to meet and speak with more of you.
I‘m going to take this opportunity to expound on some of
my beliefs that I have found echo the voices in District 52,
for those of you who I have not yet met. You may find it reassuring that so many of us feel the same way.
The government’s responsibility, State or Federal, is not
to take care of us. It is not to put barriers in our way and it
certainly is not to take from us our hard earned money and
mismanage and waste it. In these financially troubled times
Augusta has become far too expensive for the people of
Maine. If, in our homes we must make cuts to our family’s
budgets, if we are forced to tell our kids that we can’t have
the pizza or we can’t rent that new movie, then certainly
Augusta should be just as responsible to the tax payer whose
money they are spending. We need a complete review of state
spending and state priorities. We need less tricks and gimmicks. The State’s Constitution clearly defines what the objectives of government are.
“Objects of government. We the people of Maine, in order
to establish justice, insure tranquility, provide for our mutual defense, promote our common welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler
of the Universe in affording us an opportunity, so favorable
to the design; and, imploring God's aid and direction in its
accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves into a free and
independent State, by the style and title of the State of Maine
and do ordain and establish the following Constitution for the
government of the same.”
It states clearly that the government has been charged with
the responsibility to provide for defense and promote our common welfare; two distinct words that mean very different
things. Look at the size of our state government that is funded through our sales taxes, income taxes, fees, licenses; all
those costs created for the government to provide services
that it is not supposed to provide us. If we had our money
in our own pockets, we could provide for our own welfare.
The government’s responsibility is to give me a safe place to
do that. Not to do it for me. An example: Dirigo was supposed
to insure about 130,000 uninsured people. It has enrolled only
about 12,000 people. In what way can that be judged a success? It is $20,000,000 in the red. It‘s now the reason for a
new “sin” tax designed to punish a person for their personal
choice as to what they want to drink, to pay for a program
that has failed. Even if the constitution claimed that the government’s responsibility is to provide for my prosperity, we
only need to look at various government programs to recognize that we shouldn’t be fooled again. On the Federal level; Social Security has failed, Medicare is failing, and our
financial regulatory system and congress have failed. FEMA
failed during the aftermath of Katrina. On the State Level;
we have a $6,000,000,000 bi-annual budget and pot holes that
will swallow our tires, schools that are still failing to educate,
a failed health care program and a legislature that passes new
taxes on us in the middle of the night. If it wasn’t for Augusta trying to ensure equality through guaranteed issuance man-
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Elizabeth S. Miller, D, Somerville
John Paul Stewart, R,Washington

dates, high taxes and a cumbersome regulatory environment,
more jobs would be created that could provide health insurance benefits for the people of Maine.
What’s it going to take? It is not the government’s responsibility to take care of us.
They don’t do it very well. It is our responsibility. We
need to take back our government.
I’m running for office because I believe we can change the

way government sees us. We are not piggy banks to be used
to pay for inflated bureaucracies. We are employers who
require accountability and results. I will work to bring common sense, fiscal responsibility and government accountability to Augusta. I am asking for your vote on November 4th.
Again, I want to thank all of you for your kind and generous support. Call me, anytime.
Sincerely, John Stewart 845-3048.

Elizabeth S. Miller

Economic development: Maine is in a major
economic transformation away from a manufacturing economy to a services/knowledgebased economy; just look at the “boom” in
Portland with legal and financial services,
health care/bio tech, and telecommunication.
We need to let go of the huge employer mindset and recognize the importance of small
business—grow “from within” by fostering
innovation and entrepreneurship in our towns
and service centers. To grow our economy,
we must tend both to quality-of-life issues
that may attract business to Maine (control of
sprawl, renewable energy sources, local highquality food supply, affordable housing) as well as to costs
of doing business (telecommunication structures, educated
workforce, favorable tax structures, transportation systems).
Higher education: To “grow our own” businesses as discussed above, we will need to ensure that higher education
is affordable and accessible to all. Our community college
and university systems have to grow and evolve to meet the
new economic demands, such as the technical workforce
needs of the alternative energy industry or the health care
industry. Our K-12 systems must be improved to ensure that
every high school graduate is ready for training in highly technical trades or for a university education.
Health care costs: We have a huge burden of chronic disease in Maine. To help control spiraling health care costs, we
need to further encourage use of evidence-based measures to
prevent and control these diseases (tobacco control, aspirin
therapy, cancer screening, reduction of high-risk behaviors).
Up to one third of duplicative tests and medical procedures
can be reduced through greater use of information technology; ER costs and charity care can be reduced through expansion of primary care services for the uninsured, and further
private and public group purchasing efforts for drugs can dramatically reduce costs. Maine must keep pursuing policies
that reduce the high cost of care while maintaining quality.
School consolidation: Citizens and school advocates in our
towns have labored diligently the past year to comply with the
new school consolidation law—not an easy task. Their experiences and those of others around the state have undoubtedly
revealed areas where the law needs improvement, whether it
be in voting procedures, timelines, cost-sharing methods, or
other areas. Those of us representing rural districts will need
to be vigilant about ensuring that small schools have a chance
to succeed in larger district configurations.

BIO: Lisa Miller is a 28-year resident of
Somerville, where she and her husband Roy have
raised three boys (Nathan—26, Brian—23, and
Terry—20). Lisa was born, raised, and educated
in California and has obtained degrees in human
biology and public health. Her husband Roy is
the founding physician of the Sheepscot Valley
Health Center in rural Coopers Mills. Lisa has
worked the past 11 years as Senior Program Officer for a Maine health foundation called The
Bingham Program. Prior to that she operated her
own small consulting business for 12 years.
Lisa has a strong commitment to small-town
civic life, having served five years on the Somerville School
Committee, 24 years as the town health officer, and three years
as a regional recycling volunteer. She has also spent at least
24 years volunteering in various capacities for the town school
and the town fire department women’s auxiliary.
WHY VOTE FOR MILLER? Lisa is a two-term legislator that
is known in the Legislature for her expertise in public health
and health care, having sponsored several bills in those areas.
She is also known as a collaborator and a negotiator, having
forged bipartisan compromises on a number of issues in the
Health and Human Services Committee and in the appropriations process. She has also reached “across the isle” in her
work on the Rural Caucus, where she serves as Secretary. The
Rural Caucus is known for securing many important changes
and improvements in the Governor’s school consolidation bill,
protecting school choice and small schools.
Lisa is also known in her district for her dedication to constituent service. She works hard to make sure that citizens
who qualify receive the services or benefits due to them, for
example the property tax rebate (circuit breaker) and lowincome heating assistance (LIHEAP). She advocates for small
businesses with government departments (e.g. DEP or DOT)
and arranges meetings with government officials to resolve
problems. She sends out a frequent e-mail newsletter during
the session to give constituents a firsthand look at the workings of the Legislature and state government. Lisa frequently attends town meetings, school consolidation meetings,
selectmen meetings, planning board meetings and other
municipal functions to gain a better knowledge of issues and
concerns in her towns.
ISSUES OF INTEREST: Lisa wants to return to the Legislature because there are important issues that affect both the
state and her district that require more work.

for Rep. to the State Legislature
Alna, Dresden and Wiscasset in Lincoln County, and Pittston in Kennebec County

Leslie T. Fossel
Background (my prior experience is in italics):
Business: • Restoration Resources Owner & Founder • $1.6
million in 2007 sales, 13 employees • Damariscotta Chamber of Commerce Member • University of Southern Maine
Faculty • Awards/Recognition: Maine Preservation; Sagadahoc Preservation; National Trust for Historic Preservation;
American Society of Home Inspectors
Government
• Volunteer Fireman, 33 years • Commission for Maine’s
Future Exec. Comm. • Transit District Vice-chairman •
AVFD Assistant Chief • State Fire Prevention Board • Lincoln County Fire Chief’s Association • Selectman • Alna
School Board • Capitol Planning Commission • Regional
Planning Agency Chairman • County Budget Committee •
Town Welfare Director • County Cable Consortium • Maine
Senate Candidate • Lincoln County GOP Chairman •
Maine GOP Executive Committee
Non-profit
• Deck House School Treasurer • Maine Businessmen for
Social Responsibility • DaPonte String Quartet Vice-chairman • Committee for Alna History Chairman • Alna Historical Society Treasurer • Mid Coast Hospital Corporator
• Alna 1st Responders Founder • EMT Advisory Council
• Morris Farm Trust Board • Maine Preservation Vice-chairman • Lincoln County Historical Association Board
Why I’m running: High Taxes — We are a rich state being
taxed into poverty. As a selectman I helped keep taxes down
with no reduction in services. As a legislator I want to prune

HOUSE DISTRICT 53

Leslie T. Fossel, R,Alna
Timothy B. Nason, D, Dresden

spending, to lower taxes and
free up the resources we need
to build a better future.
Our Rich Green Future —
We need a green environment
and good jobs. For 33 years
my business has been proenvironment and anti-sprawl.
We have high pay, great benefits, stable jobs, and safe job
sites. I want to use my skills,
experience, and commitment
to bring Maine to a green and
prosperous future.
Individual Freedom — Augusta doesn’t need to oversee or
second-guess everything we do. My business succeeds
because my employees have the tools and freedom to do a
good job. As a legislator I want to see that we have as much
freedom as we can responsibly handle.
Health Care — I pay the full cost of health care for all my
employees — and their families. Yet Augusta makes it harder every year. As your representative, I will admit our health
care mistakes, cut failed programs, apply proven solutions,
and then face our next challenge.
I want to help get Maine working.
HOUSE DISTRICT 53 continues, p. 18
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Leslie T. Fossel, R,Alna
Timothy B. Nason, D, Dresden

HOUSE DISTRICT 53 Alna, Dresden and Wiscasset in Lincoln County, and Pittston in Kennebec County

TImothy B. Nason
I am running for the Legislature because I love Maine and its
wonderful people. Having lived in
Maine for 36 years, and in Dresden for 22 years, I know Maine’s
natural beauty but also know the
difficulties of making a living
here. Because so many of the
problems we face in 2008 are similar to problems we faced in 1972,
I seek to serve the people of my
district in a non-partisan way that
emphasizes practical, long-term investment
in Maine’s future.
To preserve Maine’s unique character, I
support Maine’s locally owned businesses,
including entrepreneurs and the selfemployed. This fundamental economic engine
employs local residents, circulates cash flow
in the community, and provides well-made
goods and highly skilled services. We should
correct obstacles to small business success in
Maine.
I will support our sustainably managed natural-resource-based businesses, such as farming, forestry, and fisheries. To further strengthen traditional industries while preserving open
space, woodlands and waterfronts, we should
expand sustainable management of natural
resources for production of healthful food, topquality fiber, premium sawlogs, and clean energy. We can do this while protecting wildlife
habitat, rare natural areas and water quality.
We should manufacture and process more
goods in Maine. Globalization has forced
Maine into a service-oriented economy, which
does provide many jobs, but re-establishing
the local manufacture of traditional and high-

tech products would add even
more jobs and build Maine’s
economic integrity. I will support current manufacturing
businesses, and support relocation of businesses to Maine.
Offices of economic development at the state level, in counties, and in many towns, should
be supplemented by cooperative efforts that involve local
residents. I support increased
cooperation between Maine
and neighboring states, and with Canada’s
Maritime provinces.
Our electrical and telecommunications networks should provide the entire state — every
road in every town — with the best available
service. We must invest in transportation systems — roads, rail, airports, and seaports, even
as we face budget problems and a possible
national recession. In my district, Wiscasset
has all of these facilities and potentially could
become a vital production and distribution
center on the Maine coast, sparked by investments that are scaled to the character and
capacity of the town.
Tourists and summer residents pour into
Maine along our seacoast corridor, but often
do not travel inland (with the valuable exception of hunters, fishing enthusiasts, and boaters,
along with ATV and snowmobile riders), and
sometimes cannot find amenities that encourage them to stay longer and spend more. Assisting hospitality businesses through investment,
marketing, infrastructure support, and education services would bolster our visitor economy
and expand it to inland locations. Such investments must be scaled to preserve Maine’s rare

wilderness areas and maintain its unique character.
Maine’s public education system could do
more to ensure that our young people learn
about the state, and learn skills that enable them
to make a living here. I will advocate efforts to
improve contacts between schools, local businesses and non-profit groups, to show students
the range of opportunities that do exist in Maine
for creative and fulfilling work. The “ag in the
classroom” effort, and efforts to get more local
farm products on school cafeteria menus, are
good examples that I will support. Likewise, I
will encourage more interaction between local
schools and the vocational school system, and
with Maine’s university system, including our
superb community colleges, and other educational institutions. This would increase graduation rates, and inspire students to acquire
skills that best suit their abilities and interests.
Having briefly outlined my platform in support of long-term economic stability and
investment, I recognize that many voters want
to know my positions on issues in the daily
news. Finance problems, insurance and medical costs, and our foreign policy are related to
national policies that will change if Democrats are sent to Washington in November. Food
and energy costs are global concerns that could
be alleviated here in Maine if we invest in energy conservation and production at the home,
business, and school level, and invest in greater
food self-reliance. I support alternative energy development if profits stay in Maine, and
especially if local people are employed and
system components are manufactured in
Maine. I support a woman’s right to choose.
I support equal rights. Because it is so difficult
to make a living in Maine, I oppose addition-

for Representative to the State Legislature
HOUSE DISTRICT 61 Boothbay, Boothbay Harbor, Southport,Westport Island,Arrowsic, Georgetown

W. Bruce
MacDonald
It has been my honor to represent the people of House District 61 (Arrowsic, Boothbay,
Boothbay Harbor, Georgetown,
Southport and Westport Island)
for the past two years.
As I write this article, it is no
longer “business as usual” in
our local, state, and national
economies. The global crises in
energy and the economy that we
now face have had a deep and swift impact on
the State of Maine. Let me mention briefly
some of the work I did before these crises hit.
In the second session of the 123rd Legislature I sponsored legislation that prevented the
hasty development of new coal-fired plants in
Maine. This legislation prevented a doubling
of greenhouse gasses in our atmosphere, prevented the dumping of toxic mercury vapor into
our atmosphere, and prevented the ruin of the
lobster fishery in the Sheepscot River. The principle involved in my sponsorship of this legislation is this: we need jobs, and we need new
and less expensive sources of power. The coal
plant promised some benefits in these areas,
but at a price too great in terms of environmental damage.
In both sessions I also voted against the plan
for school consolidation, and when that plan
won a majority of votes, I worked to amend the
law to allow the continuance of local school governance, including the ability of towns in consolidated districts to keep control of their school
buildings, and maintain their school committees. I know that we need to control costs in our
education system, but again, the school consolidation plan promised uncertain financial benefits, and would also have destroyed the local
civic culture of many small communities. I
thought that was too high a price to pay for the
anticipated economies of scale.
As a member of the Marine Resources
Committee, I strongly opposed the proposed

elimination of the rule that forbids lobster landing from draggers. I believe that the lobster
industry has managed its resource
well, and that allowing dragging
for lobster would greatly damage
the brood stock on which future
generations of lobster depend.
As a member of the Business,
Research and Economic Development (BRED) Committee I
worked hard to eliminate unnecessary regulation on Maine business. For example, though I support greater
public understanding of Maine’s implied warranty law, I voted against the requirement that
retailers educate their sales force on the law
and that they be required to inform their customers about it. Instead I supported a simple
written notification that would be placed near
all points of sale in Maine’s retail outlets. I supported additional funding for research and
development, as well as for entrepreneurship
and innovation in the Maine Economy. On the
BRED committee I voted to support the Maine
Fund of Funds, an idea that would have brought
millions of additional venture capital to the
State. This idea died in the Governor’s office,
but I am sure it will be revisited, and, if I am
re-elected, I will support it when it comes
before BRED in the next session.
The work of a Representative involves three
major elements: committee work; sessions on
the floor of the House; and working to help constituents with problems. Committee work consists largely of filtering proposed legislation,
becoming as informed as possible through the
hearings process, then voting on whether or not
to let bills go through to be heard on the floor.
Most bills are stopped at the committee level.
On the floor, you get to debate on the bills that
make it through. There were more than 600
votes this past session, some routine, others
important. Picking a few of the more important bills, I voted against the required seat belt
law. I voted against the bill prohibiting smok-
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al taxation of Maine residents. I oppose casinos. Cooperation between school districts
should be rewarded, through incentives, to
reduce costs and enhance educational opportunities. I support state services for Maine’s
elderly, for disabled persons and the destitute,
and will advocate for veterans’ services. Anyone seeking more information on these issues
can contact me at 737-8278 or via e-mail at
timnason@gwi.net.
My home is in Dresden, where I currently
serve the town as chair of the Conservation
Commission. I have also served as president
of the Dresden Historical Society, have chaired
Friends of Merrymeeting Bay, and have chaired
the Lincoln County Democratic Committee.
In the 1980s I worked on a dairy farm and
helped create an organization of small farmers
as a VISTA volunteer. Since 1974, I have
worked as a graphic designer for the Maine
Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association
and as a designer, typesetter and writer for
many local organizations and businesses. I
recently earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees
through Vermont College, and am completing a master’s degree in New England Studies at USM. I live on a rural farm property with
Susan Leiter, a former state park ranger in
Maine who now works at Treats in Wiscasset.
My six fantastic daughters, aged 36 to 24, live
in Wells, Maine, and across the country.
Because of my diverse background and
interests, I will be a legislator who is responsive to the needs of Maine people, and a strong
advocate for my district in Augusta. I am very
excited by the opportunity to serve in the
Maine legislature, and sincerely welcome volunteer support and policy recommendations.

W. Bruce MacDonald, D, Boothbay
Hamilton W. Meserve, R, Southport

ing in cars with children under the age of 16
present. I voted against the real ID bill. The
common theme in all of these was that I value
and want to protect our privacy as citizens, and
I will be very careful before I vote for an expansion of state power to intervene in our lives.
The smoking in the car bill still gives me trouble though, since I realize that the rights of children to be free of dangerous chemicals from
smoking may well trump the right of citizens
to be free of police intervention in their lives.
I had a hard time with this one, and still wonder if I voted the right way.
The last several months since we adjourned
have brought on both the energy crisis and the
crisis in the world financial markets. I have been
named to the House Leadership Panel on Energy, and hope to be help create a set of bipartisan measures, ready for enactment on day one

of our next session, that will ensure we have
enough money in our coffers to help Mainers
who will run out of fuel this coming winter.
The financial crisis is growing as I write, and
it can mean only one thing for the State: lower
revenues, and therefore a set of painful decisions about where to cut services for Mainers.
I do not see any support, mine included, for new
taxes to offset these revenue losses.
A final note: If we can figure out how to do
it, I would like to see us vote to reduce the State
income tax, and to make the state tax code fairer to low and moderate income Mainers, who
bear, by far, the greatest tax burdens in our State.
I hope that my fellow citizens see my
approach as thoughtful, practical, and ethical as
I wend my way through the issues, and I hope
they will return me for a second term as their
representative to the House.

Hamilton Meserve

but also to efficiency and productivity in
delivering services. (Why must we spend an
annual $8,000 per Medicaid patient vs. the
$4,300 national average?) I’ve had valuable
experience in the corporate world (18 years
working in finance and economic development overseas) and small business (18 years
publishing community newspapers). I’ve balanced budgets and met payrolls. In short, I
know the difference between “business as
usual” as practiced in Augusta today and
“running a tight ship.” I’ll push for that “tight
ship” in Augusta starting January 2009.
Third, we need imaginative, aggressive
economic development.
Maine’s small tax base and widely dispersed, aging population will continue to
make delivering services challenging, no
matter how much we cut costs. Long range,
the only answer is to grow the tax base. I will
push for state initiatives to attract investment
here, broadening our tax base in the process,
and creating long overdue new and better
paying jobs.

I’m running for three reasons:
First, we need a more forceful voice in
Augusta — for example, fighting arbitrary,
top-down school consolidation or ever-growing capricious spending and pile-on taxation
and regulation. I can provide that voice. I’ve
served as a legislator (Dutchess County, NY
1997-2002). I know how to stand up and say
no. On the other hand, I’ve also had experience building
coalitions from
both sides of
the aisle to get
things done.
Second, we
need a major
change in attitude in Augusta: A no-nonsense business
approach. Priority must be
given to, yes,
cost-saving,
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Knox County District 2 includes Cushing, Friendship, St. George,
Thomaston and Warren Knox County District 3 includes Appleton,
Camden, Hope, Isle au Haut, Matinicus Isle Plantaton,
North Haven, Union,Vinalhaven and Washington

KNOX COUNTY, DISTRICT 2

Alfred Mason Johnson, Jr.

U, Thomaston
My name is A. Mason Johnson, Jr. and I am running for reelection as the Commissioner for Knox County, District #2, representing the municipalities of Cushing, Friendship, Thomaston, St. George, and Warren. My basic political position is that
of an independent, who can best serve the constituents of District #2 by being an “un-enrolled” candidate who can consider
the issues in a fair and equitable manner, rather than following
a party line.
I have lived and worked in Knox County for 76 years. I’ve
been married for 52 years, and I have raised my four children
here. I graduated from Thomaston schools and attended classes at the University of New York, the University of Massachusetts, the University of Indiana, and the University of Connecticut, studying communications and sales.
As a citizen of Thomaston, I have served as a selectman,
an assessor, as well as a member of the budget committee,
the school board, and various other committees. I owned
and ran the Agway store in the Thomaston area for 28 years,
and I currently work as a service specialist at the local WalMart.
I was first elected as a county commissioner in 1989, and
then re-elected in 1993, 2001, and 2005, all for a term for four
years. I’ve served as Chair of the Knox County Commission for
seven of the 16 years I’ve been a commissioner.
As the county commissioner from District #2, I have been
involved with contractual services for the island deputies, union
negotiations, as well as many other contracts entered into by the
county. I served for 10 years as the county’s director for the

KNOX COUNTY, DISTRICT 2

Richard L. Parent, Jr.

R,Warren
I’m a retired State of Maine DOT employee, and am now
doing consulting work in the real estate field. I’m currently a
Warren selectman, and secretary/treasurer of the Knox/Lincoln
County Soil and Water Conservation District.
I’m campaining, but chose not to spend any funds, so therefore no signs, brochures, etc.
I have long thought county government should take on a
broader roll in terms of providing services. I look around and

KNOX COUNTY, DISTRICT 3

Roger Moody

D, Camden
I’m a candidate for Knox County Commissioner in District 3, which includes Appleton, Camden, Hope, Isle Au Haut,
Matinicus Isle Plantation, North Haven, Union, Vinalhaven,
Washington, and Criehaven. I would greatly appreciate your
vote and I will work to give you good, effective government
at the lowest possible cost.
The job of your County Commissioners, the county’s chief
elected officials, is to provide key regional policy decisions
and responsible fiscal oversight of the county budget. Authority and responsibilities of the commissioners are set forth in
the Knox County Charter. Knox County’s primary responsibilities include our Knox County Airport in Owls Head, the
county jail, the sheriff’s patrol and criminal investigations, and
the county-wide public safety dispatch for all police, fire, and
public emergency medical services in Knox County. Other
county responsibilities include emergency preparedness and
disaster response (for hurricanes, floods and toxic chemical
spills, for example), the Registry of Deeds, providing staff and
office space for the District Attorney, and the Knox County
Courthouse building itself.
To give a sense of the scale of Knox County government,
in 2000 there were about 41,000 people who lived in Knox
County. The 2008 county budget is $7.3 million, and about
15,000 passengers board aircraft each year at our county
airport. Our county sheriff’s department conducts most of the
criminal investigations in the county and handles about 18
percent of all traffic accidents.
I grew up in Camden and attended the Camden school system from kindergarten through high school. My post-secondary education includes graduation from the University of
Maine (Orono), and I hold a Master of Public Administration
degree. I’m a veteran, with active service in the U.S. Army
during the Viet Nam era. In a
public service career in Maine,
I have served as the City Manager of Ellsworth, the Director
of Business Services for the
Bangor School Department,
and as Town Manager for Camden. After retiring as Camden’s
Town Manager in 2002, I
worked for several years as
Vice President of Community
Development and Government
Banking at Camden National

Maine County Commissioners Association, for 10 years as the county’s
director for the MCCA Risk Pool, and
attended many MCCA conventions
around the state.
If I am re-elected to District #2, my
goals as county commissioner include
keeping the budget in control and
keeping increases to a minimum by
exercising sound judgment. I will also
be involved in exploring the space
needs for three county departments:
the Emergency Management Agency, communications, and the
sheriff’s patrol division.
Many voters are unaware of what services the county provides. Knox County provides many services to its residents,
including a Probate Court, Registry of Deeds, an Emergency
Management Agency, law enforcement, the Knox County Jail,
and an airport. The county-owned airport provides a viable transportation link to the island communities. The Probate Court
assists residents in family matters relating to probating wills,
changes of names and adoptions. The Registry of Deeds has
extensive documentation on deeds and deed transfers dating
back to 1860. County deputies provide law enforcement services throughout the county, as well as for the island communities of North Haven and Vinalhaven.
I hope that the residents of District #2 will continue to support my candidacy for county commissioner. I believe that I have
served my constituents in a conservative manner regarding the
fiscal issues of the county. My constituents are always welcome to call me at 594-4688 if they have any questions or concerns that they would like to discuss with me.
see many of the towns in Knox County providing many of the same services as their neighbors, and as the the
county also provides. It seems to me,
and others, that there should be some
major savings to be had by combining these different providers — and
what better place than the county.
There are many issues facing the
county, and I’d like to be part of the
decision-making process dealing
with these issues.
Bank, and then served as part-time Executive Director of
the Maine Association of Mediators.
I believe strongly that government exists to serve the needs
of the citizens, not the other way around. And I know that governmental services must be managed properly if we are to obtain
the most for each tax dollar spent.
I’ve always been active in community organizations, and
some of my current community activities include serving as
chair of a local volunteer economic and community development planning group, as a Rotary Club member, and as a trustee
and treasurer of the Camden Public Library. I’ve been married
to my wife Audrey (Simpson) for nearly 43 years, and our son
lives and works in California.
The reasons for my interest in becoming a County Commissioner include a belief in the democratic process and the
opportunity it offers to represent the ideas and needs of the
voters and taxpayers. It’s also a way to continue my long-term
commitment to public service, and to employ my management experience and knowledge of local government and governmental administration.
County government appears to be at a significant crossroads.
With recent trends toward the consolidation of governmental
functions, counties could be used more effectively to provide
services at less cost on a regional basis. Counties have not been
effective in stepping forward to help develop regional solutions
to the problems of towns and cities, and they must do so if they
are to remain relevant to the challenges being faced. Counties
can be of significant assistance to municipalities if there is an
ongoing exchange of creative and practical ideas with the goal
of working together to develop needed responses to area-wide
needs and problems. If counties don’t step forward to become
more relevant to existing and future needs, potentially expensive and wasteful changes will occur without them and they
run the risk of becoming irrelevant at the local level. Counties
need to be leading the way in these discussions about service
delivery and deliberately seeking cost-saving partnerships with
municipalities as well as with the State. For example, the recent
jail consolidation initiative from the State of Maine evolved
into a partnership of shared responsibilities between the state
and the 16 counties, and was initiated by the state as a way to
create dollar savings by consolidating administration and operation and construction of jail facilities.
Your county government can help develop solutions to complex issues that need a more regional approach for lasting resolution. I have the knowledge, experience, and commitment to
become an effective Commissioner, and I have the time and
energy to fully carry forward the County Commissioner’s
responsibilities in serving the citizens of Knox County.
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Lawrence Nash

R, Union
I am a firm believer in getting
involved. And that’s why I am where I am
today. When I didn’t like a decision made
by the Camden Board of Selectmen, it
was a challenge to me to run for a seat on
the Board. Accomplishing that, and serving on the Board for
six and a half years, I learned a lot about town government
and how it operates. I’ve served on the Town of Camden’s Parks
and Recreation Committee, Budget Committee, Planning Board,
Board of Appeals, Board of Assessment Review, and even the
Dam Committee. Four years in the Maine Legislature taught
me about state government. Twelve years ago I was chosen to
represent the people on the Board of Commissioners for Knox
County. For over 45 years I’ve been involved in community
affairs, in positions where I could really make a difference —
not just administering policies, but setting them.
I was born in Camden, and attended Camden schools. I
graduated from Camden High School in 1956, and am past
president of the Camden High School Alumni Association,
currently on its executive committee. I raised two sons, both
living in the area.
I now reside in Union with my wife Martha Johnston-Nash.
We pay taxes in four towns of my district, so I understand the
impact taxes and our decisions have in the outlying towns
as well as coastal areas and the islands. It is for that reason
that it’s so important to me that I represent all of the people
in my district and do the best for the county as a whole.
Someone once told me, “If you want to get elected, tell the
voters what they want to hear.” I have not, and will not, do
that. My commitment to you is truth and dedication.
In 2001 I was presented a Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship
for my community service. I have always been dedicated
and well-informed. I always look at both sides of an issue and
make the best decision based on the available information. I
am not afraid to take the unpopular side. One of my strengths
is defending the underdog and those who maybe don’t understand the system — such as a tax appeal. When deciding on
such an issue, I can look to my tax assessment training, my
background of construction and real estate sales, and my ability to use common sense in decision-making.
When there are issues before the Legislature concerning
county, I go to Augusta. One of my pet peeves is the state taking 90% of the county’s real estate transfer tax. In prior years
that has been as much as one million dollars. If the county
could retain even 50%, it would help our budget greatly. I will
continue to work to keep money that Knox County earns here.
County income comes mostly from the municipalities.
Most of that money is used to finance the sheriff’s department, which includes patrol and jail. With the consolidation
of the jail into the state corrections system, and details to be
worked out, that could shift the burden to other taxes.
The county EMA (Emergency Management Agency) exists
to help in case of disaster. A couple of years ago the Knox
EMA secured almost a million dollars in funds and grants to
help towns recover from storm damage from the spring rains.
Training with the towns is also vital to preparedness.
Another county function is the Registry of Deeds. They
maintain records of all property transfers.
The Judge and Registrar of Probate are there to help you
process wills, make legal name changes, adoptions, and other
family matters.
The airport is under the direction of the county, and it is
important to the economy of the region by making available
transportation for commerce.
Communications is an extremely vital part of the county.
When you dial 9-1-1, there is a voice at the other end to help
you. They determine what help you might need and send the
appropriate agency — fire, or police, or ambulance, etc. These
people are very well trained and dedicated to helping you.
The Budget Committee determines the budget. The members are elected by the voters. Department heads present their
proposed budgets and the committee either approves, disapproves, or modifies the amounts. Final approval is always
given by the Budget Committee, not the Commissioners.
The Commission consists of three citizens elected by the
voters. The Commissioners, by Charter, oversee all department heads and officials, whether appointed or elected. They
are the voice of the people. They also act as an appeals board
for towns without a Board of Assessment Review. Disputed
tax issues come before us to resolve.
I am running to serve the taxpayers and keep costs down. I
believe in citizens getting involved, either at the municipal level or county level, and encourage others to do so. You can start
by going to meetings and speaking out on issues that concern
you. Volunteer to sit on a committee. I’ve done that, and now
am in a position to help the county. For example, costs for fuel
or energy are to a great extent beyond our control, but helping consolidate costs by working with towns, school districts,
and other entities, has helped save many dollars.
Also I want to continue working with Maine Pretrial Services, to eliminate the cost of boarding out prisoners. In 2006,
when our jail overflowed and we sent prisoners to other counties, our costs were $465,000. Through the efforts of the Commissioners, the costs for the first seven months of 2008 were
zero — nothing. I want it to stay
Lawrence Nash
that way.
continues on page 20
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If re-elected, I will continue to
listen to the ideas and concerns of
the citizens and continue to work
to save tax dollars. I will continue to ensure that county government is open, accessible, and accountable. I feel I’ve represented you well in the past and will continue to represent you
with dedication, commitment, experience, and common sense.
In order to do so, I need your vote November 4th. Thank you.

Lawrence Nash,
continued from page 19:

LINCOLN COUNTY, DISTRICT 1

Lynn Gilley Orne

R, Southport
Lynn Gilley Orne, AS, CMA, LMT, of
Southport is the Republican candidate for District 1 on the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners. District 1 represents the Towns of
Wiscasset, Westport, Edgecomb, Boothbay,
Boothbay Harbor and Southport.
Lynn has over 11 years’ experience in
municipal and county government:
• Eight years’ experience in municipal government (Selectman, Town of Southport);
• Three years’ experience, Lincoln County
Budget Advisory Committee;
• For the past three years, Lynn has been an
active participant at the County Commissioner meetings. She is confident she can step up
and serve the citizens of Lincoln County well,
and make a smooth transition with positive
results.
Lynn is a Maine native who moved to East
Boothbay at the age of six. She has been a resident of Southport for 16 years. She graduated
from Boothbay Region High School, class of
1977, and holds an associate’s degree in medical science. She is a nationally certified medical assistant, licensed massage therapist. Other training includes state and federal emergency
management training, NIMS training and
OSHA training.
She has worked in health care in several
capacities since 1985, and she now owns and
manages two businesses. She developed a manual for compliance purposes for fire departments and other municipal departments, and
privately
owned
businesses/
organizations, to assist them with their safety
and OSHA compliancey requirements.

Lincoln County District I includes Boothbay, Boothbay Harbor, Edgecomb, Southport,Westport Island
for County
and Wiscasset Lincoln County District 3 includes Alna, Damariscotta, Dresden, Jefferson, Newcastle,
& the unorganized territory of Hibberts Gore Waldo County District 2
Commissioner Somerville,Whitefield
includes Frankfort, Jackson, Monroe, Prospect, Searsport, Stockton Springs, Swanville & Winterport

Lynn is also working as a
special needs and planning coordinator for the Emergency Management Agency in Lincoln
County through a grant from
Homeland Security. This program aids emergency personnel and municipal officials to identify and assist people with special needs in the
event of an emergency/disaster.
Lynn is a member of the Lincoln County
Budget Advisory Committee, president of the
Boothbay Region Alumni Association, a member
of Youth Promise/Health
Maine Partners, a member of Midcoast Maine
Long Term Disaster
Recovery, director of
Emergency Services and
Service to the Armed
Forces, and a volunteer with Community Outreach Organization.
To the voters of Lincoln County, Lynn says:
“For the past three years I have attended the
County Commissioners meetings because I
believe we should have a better understanding
of how our municipal money is spent, at the
county and state level. By attending these
meetings and getting involved, I understand
the workings of county government. My experience with the County department managers,
commissioners and employees has prepared
me for the tasks ahead. The past three years,
I have assisted many of the fire departments
throughout Lincoln County and the state, with
compliance requirements, and I look forward
to aiding them with their growth in the future.
I am enthusiastic, optimistic and eager to make
a positive difference in Lincoln County. I
believe I can be a dynamic addition to the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners. I hope
you will consider me for your Representative
for County Commissioner for District 1.”

LINCOLN COUNTY, DISTRICT 3

Joshua A. Pinkham

U, Damariscotta
To the voters of Lincoln County District 3:
My name is Joshua A. Pinkham, and I would
like to introduce myself as an unenrolled candidate for County Commissioner for District 3 in
Lincoln County. My lifelong residence is
Damariscotta, where I was born, raised, and
graduated from Lincoln Academy in 1991. I
attended Southern Maine Community College
for two years, where I was enrolled in the Horticulture Landscape Program. I started my own
landscaping business as a teenager and have continued to serve my customers for the past 22
years. I soon learned in operating my small business that money does not grow on trees and the
grass is not always greener on the other side.
I have been involved with the Massasoit
Engine Company (Damariscotta Fire Department) for the past 16 years. Working through the
ranks of the company, I have served as a firefighter, captain, foreman of the pumpers and currently serve as an assistant fire chief. I have always
had a great passion for serving my community.
One of the services I performed was volunteering to be the Emergency Management Director
for Damariscotta for six years.
As a resident of Lincoln County, I have always
felt the need to serve the people of my area —
whether it was as a volunteer firefighter or a coach
of soccer and basketball at Lincoln Academy and
Great Salt Bay School. This coaching helped
develop my leadership skills and pass on to others a positive role model influence.
For the past 18 months, I have been serving as a Selectman in Damariscotta. Previously, I was elected to complete a selectman vacancy term of 18 months.
With a total of three years of experience as a
Damariscotta Selectman, I have learned much
regarding budgetary and municipal operations. I
am currently the Chair of the Damariscotta Board
of Selectmen and serve on the Lincoln County
Budget Advisory Committee. In my public service over the years, I pride myself on paying attention to all the details — large or small — and have
learned how the county government impacts our
individual towns’ taxes. With this background

NOTE: Sheridan Bond, Republican, of Jefferson is the
incumbent candidate running against independent candidate Joshua Pinkham on the Nov. ballot to serve as Lincoln Cty. Commissioner, District 3. We were unsuccessful in
our attempts to reach Mr. Bond, and so there is no article
about his candidacy.
information, I feel confident that I can perform the
duties required of a county commissioner in making decisions that affect the county’s operational
budget.
As a county commissioner one of my aims
would be to improve the communications
between county-level officials and town officials
of District 3. It would be my goal to attend on
a quarterly basis each one of the towns’ Selectmen’s meetings to keep apprised of what the
local issues are and how we would work to influence budgetary issues at the county level.
The budget and the budget process at the
county level needs to continue being efficient and
to provide whenever or wherever possible some
cost-savings measures. I feel that we should look
for ways to increase revenue by looking at
avenues to increase our recycling programs and
to promote more local participation. We need
to encourage more towns to utilize the county’s
planning and development office to make certain
that towns may be protected through land use
programs such as Comprehensive Plans, Shoreland Zoning, and Land Use Ordinances. We also
need to attract and market our county to outside
businesses and, at the same time, encourage and
support our local businesses with growth and
expansion.
In my 22 years as a small business owner, I
have learned that with proper care, trees will
grow and flourish and with proper management
skills, the grass will get greener. I believe that
my past and current experiences as a local businessman and town government official will aid
me in serving District 3 voters with integrity,
honesty and great pride. Thank you for any consideration you may give me as you go to the
polls on November 4th.
To contact me with questions and/or concerns, please feel free to e-mail me at
joshypink2996@hotmail.com.

LINCOLN COUNTY, DISTRICT 1

David Taylor

D, Boothbay Harbor
Dave Taylor says he will bring practical,
common sense leadership to Lincoln County.
Dave knows the challenges we face and is prepared to deal with them. He is dedicated to sorely needed fiscal responsibility and efficiency
and the important concept of making government do more with less. Dave is the current
president of the Boothbay Civic Association,
and as Commissioner, he will work closely with
all regardless of political affiliation.
Dave Taylor lives on Atlantic Avenue in
Boothbay Harbor with his wife Ellie of 21
years, and his family ancestral roots go back
generations in Maine. He has four children,
seven grandchildren and four great grandchildren. He is a retired electrical worker, where
logical problem solving was his stock and
trade. Dave holds a degree in electronics and
worked for many years as an electrician before
becoming a manager and union and non-union

WALDO COUNTY, DISTRICT 2

John M. Hyk

U, Prospect
As candidate for a third term as Waldo County commissioner, I stand on my record as a takecharge person who analyzes and identifies the problems we face, and who then sets realistic goals and
works hard and effectively with men and women
across a wide spectrum of political persuasions
to get the job done. In a quarter-century of public
service in Waldo County that’s the way I’ve always
worked. I’m proud to say this approach has produced some gratifying results for my longtime
neighbors, the citizens of this county.
The reality is county government is the highest level of government at which those who govern tend to be directly responsive to the folks
who put them in office. This is a reality not lost
on state bureaucrats and professional politicians,
many of whom would dearly love to hijack the
traditional functions of county government no
matter the additional cost in higher taxes and loss
of services.
During my eight-year tenure as commissioner, the past four of them as chairman, I’ve always
insisted the deliberation process by which the
board governs should be as open as legally possible. We take pride in doing the people’s business out in public with an absolute minimum
of executive sessions. When the public shows up
at our meetings — it could be a property owner
with an abatement issue, a town selectperson
reporting public safety concerns, a small business operator with an idea for local economic
development — we make a point of hearing what
they have to say. We listen.
When citizens of Waldo County’s second district (Sears-port, Stockton Springs, Frankfort,
Winterport, Monroe, Swanville, Jackson and my
own hometown of Prospect) originally elected
me commissioner in 2000, I came to a county
government suffering from years of neglect. Even
as Waldo County gained the unhappy distinction
of being the last county in the United States eligible for the critical safety protections of
enhanced 911 service, no one had gotten around
to arranging an approved facility to house the
equipment and personnel. Indeed, all public safety communications were dispatched by a single
operator working out of a tiny room in a onetime
residential building from the Civil War era.
Since that time, I’ve worked to bring about a
dedicated modern communications center, special training for dispatchers and a vastly improved
network of transmitters and repeaters to extend
the effective reach of emergency services into a
number of what were formerly “dead zones.” We
recruited a real professional to be our emergency
management director. He has since won regional awards for his work here. By the way, a concerted effort to go after federal grant money
relieved county taxpayers of much of the considerable cost of making these critically
important public safety improvements.
The Waldo County I originally came
to was also paying the price for neglecting its employees. Many positions were
so poorly paid and lacking in benefits
compared with in other counties that there
was constant turnover, a sure prescription
for poor morale, impaired service and,
ultimately, greater taxpayer cost. The
sheriff’s department, for instance, was for

leader. Being retired, he
has the time to devote the
long hours to working for
the common good of all
of us. Dave’s friendly and
outgoing personality will
be a real asset when
working with others.
Dave knows that every
hard-earned dollar counts and he prides himself on being tight with a dollar — a passion
we need for these challenging times. Dave
wants to work hard to give us a strong voice
in government!
Dave holds the following positions:
- Opposes the state takeover of Two Bridges
Regional Jail which would burden taxpayers
- Supports local control of schools
- Opposes tax increases
- Supports greater scrutiny of spending practices
- Supports community work programs by
inmates

NOTE: William Shorey of
many new
Searsport is running for Waldo Cty.
employees
Commissioner, District 2, against
incumbent John Hyk on the Nov.
only a training ground ballot. Mr. Shorey was away from home
for the past couple of weeks, and so
before they
moved onto was unable to submit an article in time
better paid
positions elsewhere. In one highly publicized incident shortly before I was elected, an inexperienced,
ill-trained and poorly supervised young deputy
caused a tragic accident that devastated an innocent
family and left taxpayers picking up a six-figure
bill in settlement costs.
In the ensuing years I’ve worked to bring pay
and benefits of county employees up to a reasonable median. As a result, there has been a notable
reduction in the monetary as well as hidden costs
of employee turnover and inexperience. This only
confirms for me that employees treated fairly and
with respect for their professionalism make the
best employees. Everybody including the taxpayer wins.
Other accomplishments on behalf of Waldo
County I’ve been proud to be a part of these past
eight years include addressing head-on in a leadership role at state level the ever pressing issue
of what to do about a burgeoning jail population;
securing a large land parcel in Belfast at a bargain price to accommodate inevitable future
needs; restoring and archiving 150 years of county records including lost maps still of great importance to many present-day property transactions;
defending publicly owned Sears Island against
inappropriate development schemes that would
destroy its wild integrity; successfully defeating
an effort by Knox County to lure away tax revenue-rich Islesboro; and, as part of a general program of improving long-neglected county infrastructure, recycling space elsewhere for a secure
new courtroom for the Probate Court, which
operated for years out of a low-ceilinged dungeon in the Superior Courthouse basement.
What I brought to the job of county commissioner was 16 years’ experience as selectman in
Prospect and many more years’work experience
as an independent landscaping contractor. In
Prospect we kept our books balanced and avoided debt. We spent the taxpayers’money prudently, as when we first embarked on a five-year road
preventative maintenance program that paid big
dividends by reducing the need for significantly
more costly reconstruction work in the future.
When, as part of a $5 million groundwater
development project, trustees of the Searsport
Water District knowingly drilled an illegal production well in Prospect, a town the utility was
not chartered to take water from, I led the drive
to protect the town’s interests all the way to the
marble halls of the Legislature. I also worked
diligently for many years to look after the interests of all of Maine’s citizens and visitors with
respect to historic Fort Knox in my own hometown. Even though this has long been the most
visited historic site in Maine, the state
was prepared to allow the roof to collapse and the structure be closed to
the public. I headed Friends of Fort
Knox through the years in which we
raised private funds and did all manner of grunt work to preserve this
magnificent edifice and build an education center for future generations
to enjoy.

